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Keynoter & Workshop Presenter: 

 
Rev. Dr. Richard W. Rouse is recently retired from the Grand Canyon Synod staff where he 
served as Director of the synod’s Missional Leadership Academy.  Prior to coming to Arizona in 
January 2006, Rouse was the Executive Director for Church Relations and Continuing 
Theological Education at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, WA for over ten years (1994-
2005).  He has served as adjunct faculty at Luther Seminary and at the Lutheran Seminary 
Program of the Southwest ( LSPS in Austin, TX).  Rouse is a member of the Board of Directors 
for Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary and is immediate past President of the North 
American Association for the Catechumenate.     

Rouse is a parish consultant working with ELCA congregations across the country in the areas of 
strategic planning, spiritual discernment, stewardship, and missional leadership.  A certified Spiritual Director 
and ordained Lutheran pastor for 42 years, he has served congregations in Arizona, California, Oregon, and 
Washington.  Rouse is the author of numerous publications including the 2016 Fortress Press book for pastors 
and church leaders, Beyond Church Walls: Cultivating a Culture of Care.  Other titles include A Field Guide for 
the Missional Congregation, Go Make Disciples, and Fire of Grace: The Healing Power of Forgiveness. 

Rouse was featured along with arsonist Paul Keller in a film by Seraphim, "Forgiveness: A Miracle of 
Love," a video resource for congregations.  He was Senior Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lynnwood, WA 
whose facility was destroyed in an arson spree of 1992.   He subsequently appeared on NBC Dateline, the 
Oprah Winfrey Show, and on BBC and Dutch television.  Convinced of the transforming nature of the gospel, 
he has led seminars across the country on the healing power of forgiveness.  
Pastor Rouse is married to Beth Lewis, President and CEO of Augsburg Fortress.  They have three grown 
children, one who serves as an ELCA pastor in Wisconsin. 
 

 
Beth Lewis is the President & CEO of 1517 Media, the ministry of publishing of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  1517 Media is the parent organization for 
Augsburg Fortress, Fortress Press and Sparkhouse.  
 
Education: Originally from Lexington, KY, Beth is a lifelong Lutheran. She attended the 
University of Kentucky and completed her undergraduate degree at Maryville University in St. 
Louis. She is also a graduate of the Advanced Management Program of the Harvard Business 
School. In May 2008, she received the Doctor of Divinity honorary degree from the Wartburg 

Theological Seminary.  
 
Professional Background: Beth spent 22 years working for three Fortune 500 publishing companies, Time 
Warner, McGraw-Hill and Times Mirror. In 1998, Beth decided to pursue a more entrepreneurial venture and 
acquired a computer & technology training school, Computer Coach, Inc. in Boca Raton, FL.  
 
In August 2002, Beth was called to her current role as President & CEO of 1517 Media. She has led the staff in 
turning around the organization from a money-losing company to one that is financially stable and sustainable. 
They did this through intentional strategic focus on key markets and product lines, streamlining of internal 
processes and moving from a traditional ink-on-paper publishing company to a media company creating SaaS 
subscription content, video-based curricula, over 2000 eBooks and mobile apps in addition to print content. In 
2009, they launched Sparkhouse, an ecumenical faith formation resources publishing venture. In 2015, 
Sparkhouse Family was started to provide faith formation resources for young families at home including 
books, story bibles, and videos.  
 
Beth is a popular keynote speaker and teacher in both Lutheran and ecumenical gatherings on a wide variety 
of topics to assist church and not-for-profit organization leaders: from turnaround strategies for faith-based 
organizations to strategic thinking to effective use of technology for congregations. In June 2015, the 
organization was named one of the Top Workplaces in Minnesota by the Minneapolis Star Tribune. In 2015, 



she was recognized with the Women in Business Award by the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal. Beth is 
the immediate Past-President of the PCPA (Protestant Church-Owned Publishers Association).  She also serves 
as Secretary and on the Executive Committee for the Luther Seminary Board of Directors. In November 2016, 
Beth announced that she will retire from her role as President & CEO for 1517 Media when her fourth, 4-year 
term concludes in August 2018. 
 
Personal: Beth is married to the Rev. Dr. Richard (Rick) Rouse, author of several books related to 
congregational life and mission. Beth & Rick are often invited together as speakers for church leaders. They 
are members of Calvary Lutheran Church in south Minneapolis. Beth and Rick have three adult children and 
five grandchildren. 
 
Contact Information: 612-330-3135 office  ceo@1517.media   
http://twitter.com/bethalewis                                https://www.facebook.com/beth.lewis 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bethalewis  
 
Rev. Jean DeVoll-Donaldson: Bishop’s Associate for Evangelical Mission, Pastor Jean DeVoll-Donaldson has 
been in the East Central Synod of Wisconsin for just over two years, as our first full time Director for 
Evangelical Mission. As deployed staff out of the Domestic Mission unit of the ELCA, she both serves on the 
ELCA Renewal Team and is fully integrated into the synod staff team and works collaboratively with others to 
provide support to congregations. The areas of her emphasis within Evangelizing Mission include supporting 
Transformation/Renewal of congregations living into changed contexts and growing in their missional capacity 
to engage their communities; accompanying congregations in Redevelopment and New Start/Mission 
Development; and providing Mission Support and Stewardship education and support. 
 
Gloria Allhiser is the Youth Engagement Coordinator for the East-Central Synod of Wisconsin as well as the 
Program and Outreach Director for Crossways Camping Ministries. She has over twelve years of full-time youth 
ministry experience, an undergraduate degree in religious studies, and a masters degree in counseling. 
Combined with her ability to vision and passion for thinking strategically, these give her a unique and 
seasoned perspective on what effective ministry looks like in the 21st century. Gloria resides in the Appleton 
area with her husband, son, and fur-babies.  
 
Charis Wirtley is a Sophomore at Oconto Falls High School. She is an active member of St. John's Lutheran 
Church in Little Suamico and is on the ECSW synod council as our youth representative. Charis attended the 
ELCA Youth Leadership Summit in the fall of 2016 and was also the facilitator of a youth panel discussion at 
the 2016 synod assembly. Her energy is contagious and her insight profound!  
 
The Rev. Dr. Gerald L. Mansholt, Bishop,  East-Central Synod of Wisconsin, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America. 
 
In May 2014, the Synod Assembly of East Central Synod of Wisconsin of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) elected Gerald L. Mansholt to serve as bishop. 
 
Before being elected bishop in Wisconsin, he had served as bishop for 12 years of the Central States Synod 
(ELCA) which covers the two states of Missouri and Kansas.  He briefly served as interim bishop of the East 
Central Synod of Wisconsin immediately prior to being elected to a six-year term. 
 
Earlier in his ministry he had served as pastor to 4 congregations: First Lutheran Church, and Christ Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, both in Chickasha, Ok, Lutheran Church of the Living Christ Lutheran Church, Florissant, Mo, 
and Reformation Lutheran Church, Wichita, Ks. 
 
Born in Alton, Ill. on July 6, 1948, Mansholt grew up in Bunker Hill, Ill., and graduated from Concordia Senior 
College of Fort Wayne, Ind. in 1970 and from Christ Seminary-Seminex, St.Louis, Mo., where he received a 
Master of Divinity degree in 1974. He received his Doctor of Ministry from Lutheran School of Theology in 
Chicago in 1989. 

mailto:ceo@1517.media
http://twitter.com/bethalewis
https://www.facebook.com/beth.lewis
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bethalewis


 
Mansholt brings gifts of leadership and pastoral care and has a passion for mission and outreach.  In his 
ministry he has provided leadership to help transform congregational and synodical life so that participation in 
God’s mission is at the heart of the synod’s life and work.  He is committed to building strong healthy 
relationships with the congregations and rostered leaders of the synod.  
 
Mansholt previously served on the Board of Directors of Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kan. as well as the board 
of the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago.  He currently serves on the Conference of Bishops Immigration 
Ready Bench and continues to be an advocate for comprehensive immigration reform.  Ecumenical work has 
been a priority throughout his ministry and serves on the Board of Directors of the Wisconsin Council of 
Churches. 
 
Married to Anita, they are the parents of two daughters, Christa and Monica, both married, and 
grandparents to Sydney, Elliot Marie and Claire.  Anita is a retired middle school math teacher. 
 
Jill Roznowski came to the synod office 10 years ago after serving as an Administrative Assistant at a 
congregation for 10 years. Knowledge from that setting helped greatly  in the transition to Synod work. As 
Administrative Assistant to the Bishop the responsibilities cross a broad spectrum. Working with congregations 
regularly with their constitutions has been an ongoing process over the years. Mobility is probably one of the 
biggest areas working with congregations in transition as well as pastors looking for a new call or working with 
first call candidates. Being flexible as processes change and the love of working with people has been a big 
asset. Jill is married to Bill who has worked in the grocery business for 45 years and they have 2 children, 
Joshua and Amy and one granddaughter, Laurelai. Joshua is a 20 year veteran of the Air Force just beginning 
his second career after retirement. Amy is a Cobra helicopter pilot for the Marines and presently travels to 
various countries in Africa as a military attaché.  
 
Ron Skrenes is a business and estate planning attorney with the law firm of Anderson, O’Brien, Bertz, 
Skrenes & Golla, LLP, of Stevens Point, Wisconsin.  Ron is also a licensed certificate public accountant, a 
certified financial planner and an estate planning law specialist.  For the past 7 years Ron has served as 
Treasurer of the East Central Synod of Wisconsin.  Prior to that, for 7 years he served as President of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church of Plover, Wisconsin.  Ron has also served on numerous councils and boards and 
as an officer (including as a Treasurer) of non-profit organizations.  Ron and his wife Paula attend Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church of Plover, Wisconsin. 
 
Laurie Wilkinson, most recently accepted a new leadership opportunity.  Prior to this new role, she served 
as Director for Church Relations for Thrivent Financial. During her time at Thrivent she was responsible for 
providing leadership and management of church relationships for the organization.  She offers a unique blend 
of understanding the needs of the church and leadership.  Laurie currently serves on the board of directors for 
Crossways Camping Ministries and is a member of the ECSW Bi-synodical candidacy committee.  Laurie is 
married to Pastor Bob Wilkinson who serves St Mark’s Lutheran Church, Neenah WI.   
 
Pastor Roger K. McQuistion is the co-pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Appleton, where he has 
served since January 2000.  (pastorroger@popappleton.org)  He has written and performed several monologs 
of Bible characters in his ministry.  He has a Doctor of Ministry from United Theological Seminary in Dayton, 
OH and his dissertation topic was using Biblical Storytelling and Digital Media with Adolescents enabling them 
tell their faith stories.  His advisor was Dr. Thomas Boomershine, author of “Story Journey” and the founder of 
the international Network of Biblical Storytellers.   
 
Rev Ben Sheets is the Lead Pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Plover, WI (www.eflock.org).  Good 
Shepherd incorporates the use of technology into many areas of their ministry and have been providing 
technology support to their synod and area congregations for close to 10 years.  
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Reverend Cindy Crane began her position as the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin director on 
January 9, 2014. She has 10 years of experience as a parish pastor and spent several years managing secular 
nonprofits, where her responsibilities included working as an advocate and building relationships with 
community leaders and government officials. 
 
Jill Beverlin enjoys supporting many aspects of congregational and church life.  Her current roles include: 
 Minister of Congregational Life at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Neenah 
 Coordinator of Coaching for Stewardship and Discipleship for the ELCA 
 Certified Coach Trainer for the ELCA 
 Associate Certified Coach credentialed by the International Coaching Federation specializing in group 

coaching, spiritual disciplines, and stewardship 
 Grace Institute for Spiritual Formation staff member 
 
 
 


