Grace Lutheran Church
108 W. SOMO AVENUE
TOMAHAWK, WISCONSIN 54487

715 453-4066
www.gracelutherantomahawk.org
Forum at Grace to be Led by Bishop Mansholt - September 24
Bishop Mansholt, the newly elected bishop of our East Central Synod of Wisconsin, will lead a forum at
Grace on Wednesday, September 24th. We will begin with a potluck at 5:30 and the forum will begin at 6:15.
“Mission” is Bishop Mansholt’s passion, or, more precisely, “missional,” as that word is being used across
the church in North America. His observation is that the church in North America has become weighed down
with institutional concerns and preoccupied with itself. A new “re-formation” is needed to focus on God’s mission and what God is calling us to be and do. After sharing a meal together, we will dwell in God’s Word, centering upon and listening to God, God’s mission, and God’s call to us. Next, we will gather in prayer, opening ourselves and seeking God’s Holy Spirit to remove our individual agendas and to focus on what and where people
see God’s call.
We will end with what Bp. Mansholt sees as the shared task of accountability for each of us, of Grace,
synod, and ELCA together. He uses the word “succession” to describe this, meaning that he sees his task and
that of the synod to assist Grace to identify and do God’s mission at Tomahawk. This includes keeping the projection of this identity and mission consistent and strong through all changes of pastors and other challenges the
congregation or synod may face.

The East Central Synod of Wisconsin cordially invites you to attend
the Worship Celebration and Installation Service for
Bishop Gerald L. Mansholt
Saturday, the Twentieth of September - Two o’clock in the afternoon
Trinity Lutheran Church - Appleton, Wisconsin

Car pool
from Grace
at 11:00 am

A reception will follow the service.

Thank You!
What joy it has been for Claudia and me and our family to be a pastor and pastor’s
family! My call is equally shared with Claudia and has been a shared family ministry from the start (Nate being born four days after our first Installation). Rather
than preaching, receiving and living in a community formed by God’s good news
has been our first concern. Thus, the roast celebrating our thirty-five years of living in this call was truly gratifying! The many who came and the food, music, stories, laughter, cards and messages moved us deeply. Most of all, thank you for being an amazing, loving community gathered and formed in God’s great love for us
empowering our love for one another. Pastor Mark & Claudia

Bulletin Board
Dear Grace Family,
Words cannot express how humbled and thankful I am for your thoughts and prayers during my recent surgical procedure. The outpouring of cards, Facebook messages, and support during this time of transition and healing for me and
my family has been beyond my wildest imagination. A special thanks goes out to Carey Heikkinen and Cathy Schmit
for preparing delicious meals for my family. As well as the prayer shawl committee for the beautiful prayer shawl that
has been by my side before and after my surgery and remains a fixture in my bedroom and continues to surround me
in comfort during my recovery. And also Pastor Ziemer for reaching out to help remind me to see this situation in a
different light...through God's eyes and to continue to put my trust in Him. Through God's grace I am recovering well.
I have been able to spend and enjoy some long overdue time with family and friends and have been able to begin the
transition of doing what I love to do--practice medicine and take care of patients.
Thank you all again for reminding me what it means to be part of a church family!
God Bless, Jennifer Black

WOW!
What an amazing Vacation Bible School week we had with “Catch the Buzz”! We
had 42 children who participated in this fun week centered on how much God loves
them and all children. Participants experienced how God works through the hands
of many, including each one of them, to make a real difference in the world.
Through Bible stories, games, crafts, snacks, stories, and songs, the children
learned about malaria and how it is affecting the lives of children around the world.
They had the opportunity to join in the fight to end malaria by collecting coins daily. We collected a total of $540 which will go to the ELCA Malaria Campaign for purchasing 54 insecticidetreated nets. In addition, the children collected non-perishable food items throughout the week, filling the
mosquito net we had set up in the gathering space. These donations will help support our local food pantry.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make VBS a huge success. We appreciate all of the volunteers who donated their time, money, food, and supplies. The week would not have been possible without you!
Special thanks to Kim Gibeault and Patti Gaedtke, co-directors of “Catch the Buzz, ”and to all our VBS Station
Leaders, who gave many hours of their time and energy in preparing and bringing God’s Word to the children
each day: Pastor Check, Claudia Osero, Laurie Schmidt, Marie Stark, Cindy Storm, and Margie Welke.
Also, a special thank you to our youth Shepherds, who guided the children to their stations and were a HUGE
help to the Station Leaders: Emily Decker, Jackie Elliot, Serena Hanke, James Kincaid, Cade Lemmer, and
Brianna Renn; and, thank you to our “Floaters” who helped wherever there was the greatest need: Brynn
Beaumier, Georgie Crass, Kari Hesse, Ken Kincaid, Kamron Olson, Becky McCormick, Abby Norman, Alex
Norman, Laurel Reinke, Maggee Renn, Dravin Schmit, and James Zastrow.
We must not forget our Kitchen help, a team of ladies who worked hard to feed the hungry. Thank you to
Marcia Sattelberg for organizing all the generous food donations, coordinating the meals, and delegating the
kitchen help: Carlyss Beier, Lynn Brown, Carol Halverson, Nancy Herbison, and Barb Ringwelski. Also,
thank you to Fran Anderson for baking all the heart cookies for one of our snack projects.
Thank you to Karen Torkelson for capturing the moments and preparing the slides so we could share our
amazing week of VBS with our church family. Please look for pictures and examples of many of our projects in
the Gathering Space.
Our thank-you list would not be complete if we didn’t thank our Masked Mosquito Man, who tore through our
Water Day, with his cape flapping, spreading water and laughter to one and all!
We were pleased to be able to offer this opportunity free of charge, including lunch, to any child. It is only
with the support of our amazing congregation that made it possible. We’re already making plans for
next year’s VBS, which will take place August 3-7, 2015. Hope to see you there!!
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A WORD FROM PASTOR MARK
Jesus – Accountability – Listen – with Joy
We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear
that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come
from us. (2 Corinthians 4:7 NRS)
The recent suicide of Robin Williams reveals the emptiness in all of
us. Even the best of us – successful, entertaining, insightful, caring, someone
everyone wants to be with and possessing everything needed in life – can be
absolutely empty behind that smile.
Existing does not work for the human soul. We were created for joy, and
for joy we need to connect. And therein lies the struggle. Wherever there is
more than one, there will be disagreement and conflict. Relating with humans
is always messy, irritating, hurtful, and filled with conflict. It is so much easier and more comfortable to turn away. Judge the other. Justify my reason.
Promise never to return. Establish clear limits. To be truly alive and filled
with joy we need to move way beyond ourselves . We need the four interrelated realities of Jesus, accountability, listening, and joy:
JESUS: We need Jesus! We need a God who loves when we do not, who
forgives when we judge, who calls us to love when we are empty, and who
pours out His Holy Spirit so that we are empowered to do that which we cannot, will not, and have no desire to do.
ACCOUNTABILITY: We are tempted to make him MY Jesus. We rationalize that Jesus cannot possibly love the people I do not love, that Jesus
certainly does not expect me to forgive those I choose to not forgive, and Jesus positively does not expect me to go or do that which I do not like or want.
Though we resist acknowledging it, there can be no real Jesus without accountability. If I only love those who love me, only go and do want I want,
take no risks, and justify my thoughts – then I only have a domesticated, selfcreated, MY Jesus, a “virtual” Jesus.
LISTEN: The only organization any of us always like is the one that listens only to me. Yet Jesus was crucified by religious leaders who refused to
listen to him, and he willingly did so and calls us to precisely be the “Body of
Christ” – a community called and gathered around God’s Word and the Sacraments. To be in Christ is always to connect with others. This will be messy
and irritating. It means being accountable and listening to the divergent ways
of hearing and living God’s mission, Word, and salvation, and doing so believing and receiving God’s grace and forgiveness as greater than the correctness of our thoughts and actions.
ALIVE and FILLED with JOY: There is no honest, authentic, alive
and joyful living without Jesus. And living with Jesus demands accountability
beyond myself and demands invested, committed listening to a community
called, gathered, and shaped by God’s Word and the Sacraments (God’s grace
and promises freely given and empowering us in Baptism and Communion).
Authentically following Jesus is a daily choice. We all have pain, deep
pain in life. We can choose to hold on to that pain believing that I am worthless or blame others. We can choose to limit pain by separating myself from
whatever is disagreeable to me. Each of us can walk away, blame others, wait
for the other to act first, and establish absolute limits beyond which I refuse
to act.
OR – there is another choice. We can choose Jesus and the grace, forgiveness, healing, joy, peace, hope and love Jesus gives. This choice includes
daily choosing to open myself to the fullness of that real, living joy. This
choice will mean connecting myself to that Body of Christ (with which I will
often disagree and feel is disagreeable). Accountability and listening also
come with this choice.
As with Robin Williams, life can be more than we can bear. But there is a
choice. To be alive and filled with joy means the daily choice of dying to my
thoughts, will, and comfort and being formed into Jesus. Jesus, accountability, listen, alive and filled with joy – it is a choice. And all four go together.

STAFF

(715 area codes)

Pastor………….………Rev. Mark Ziemer
453-4066 or (home) 453-0612
pastorziemer@gracetomahawk.org
Visitation Pastor…Rev. Don Cannady
715 453-4066
Supply Pastor….….Rev. Gerald Check
715 453-4066
Lay Pastoral Ass’t..….…Wendy Black
715 453-4066
wblack@gracetomahawk.org
Secretary…………....…….Debbie Hetzel
453-4066 or (home) 966-0536
dhetzel@gracetomahawk.org
Secretary Support…..…Sarah Mann
453-4066
smann@gracetomahawk.org
Treasurer...….…………..….Sarah Mann
453-4066
smann@gracetomahawk.org
Financial Reporter…Sherry Clements
453-5615
Wedding Coordinator
Kay Jensen………..…................453-4701
Custodian
Dar Anderson.………………..….453-4066

2014 COUNCIL MEMBERS
President
Heather Engel……………...…….224-3241
Vice President
Brian Schmidt….....………..……453-1361
Secretary
Forrest Gibeault………………….966-5975
Mindy Gabrich….….……..…….966-0908
Mark Schlegel.…………………..966-0735
Marilyn Smith.…………………..453-5184
Brian Storm…………………..…..536-7876
Mary Wessel……………………...453-7410
Bill Zorr……………………..608 575- 5816
Church Office Hours
Mon.— Fri. — 8:30 am to 3:30 pm
(closed for lunch noon to 1:00 pm)
Staff Meetings (Office closed)
Thursday 9:00 am to 10:00 am

Deadlines
Bulletin deadline: Wednesday
Newsletter deadline:
Third Monday of every month.
3

Grace
Lutheran
Church

Youth Ministry
& Faith Formation
September

What's Happening this Fall!
Rally Sunday is September 7
7th! — All are welcome to come celebrate! Immediately following the
8:30 service (9:30 am), we’re kicking off this year’s Sunday School with a fun hour of activities surrounding our theme and the ELCA’s tagline, “GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” This hour will provide an opportunity for the children to meet their Sunday School teachers, for families to experience “Sunday School”
together, and for all youth and adults to join in the fun by giving a helping hand and interacting with the
Sunday School families.
Spark Story Bibles – The 3-year-olds will receive their Bibles on Rally Sunday during the 8:30
service. Our hope is that all families who have a 3-year-old, or a child younger than 3rd grade who is
attending Sunday school for the first time, will attend this service, so that we may place God’s Word
directly into their hands.
Help support Paws 2 Think – We will hold a pet food drive beginning on Rally Sunday, September 7,
through October 5 when we celebrate “Blessing of the Animals.” Pet food is desperately needed to
help local pets in need. NEEDED: Dog food - any size bag, medium to good quality; cat food - dry,
small to medium bags; and canned dog and cat food. Cat litter also needed (prefer scoopable). Donations may be placed in the designated bin located in the Gathering area.
Kindergarten Milestone — An event for parents and their children entering kindergarten will be held
on September 14 at 9:40 am during the Sunday school hour. Watch for the special invitation.
Confirmation Begins September 10.

After School group begins October 1.

Porcupine Mountains Hiking Trip
Do you need to escape from your everyday routine? How about a walk in the woods? How does sitting
on the shoreline of Lake Superior sound? Waves crashing in, skipping stones, a campfire, good conversation and fellowship. Join us for the 5th annual hiking trip to the Porcupine Mountains on Saturday and
Sunday 9/27-9/28. We’ll depart by 8:00am Saturday and carpool to the park. From there we’ll hike in
three to five miles to the shoreline. We have three cabins reserved with fourteen bunks and room for
more mats inside or tents outside. All ages welcome! Contact Lisa Elliott at 715/551-7444 or nokomiselliott4@gmail.com to reserve your spot or if you have questions! Adventure and relaxation await
youF
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More information about the Porcupine Mountains and cabins can be found at:
• Trail descriptions - http://www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails/Details.aspx?id=426&type=SPRK
• Trail map - http://www.michigandnr.com/Publications/PDFS/RecreationCamping/Porkies_bcmap.pdf
• Cabin photos - http://www.michigan.gov//documents/dnr/Porkiescabinprogram08_259497_7.pdf
(slides 2,3, 11)

SEPTEMBER 2014
Sunday

Monday
1

7

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

Labor Day - Office 9:00 AM LWR
Closed
Quilters

Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Staff
6:30 PM Handbell Meeting
Choir

7:30 AM Men's
Fellowship Hall
Breakfast at Family Reserved
9:00 AM
Restaurant
AA/Alanon
5:00 PM Worship
HC

8

9

10

11

12

Thirteenth Sunday 9:00 AM Quilters
5:30 PM Girl
after Pentecost
8:30 AM Worship Scouts
HC - RALLY
SUNDAY - Bible
Presentation - SS
Teacher Install
10:45 AM Praise &
Worship HC

9:00 AM LWR
Quilters
9:30 AM Bible
Study
11:30 AM Joyful
noise @ Hodag
Lanes//Hideout
Steak House

Bulletin Deadline
9:00 AM 4 Rivers
Q-Guild
6:30 PM
Confirmation
Begins
6:30 PM Handbell
Choir
7:00 PM First
Weds. Worship

9:00 AM Staff
Meeting
6:00 PM Council
Meeting

7:30 AM Men's
9:00 AM
Breakfast at Family AA/Alanon
5:00 PM Worship
Restaurant
HC

14

15

16

17

18

19

Fourteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
8:30 AM
Contemporary
Worship HC
9:30 AM
Kindergarten
Milestone/Sun.
School
10:45 AM Worship
HC
4:30 PM EYG
Meeting
6:30 PM Campfire
at _______

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
9:00 AM Quilters
5:30 PM Girl
Scouts

9:00 AM LWR
Quilters
9:30 AM Bible
Study
7:00 PM Bible
Study

Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Staff
6:30 PM Gr. 8 & 9 Meeting
Conf.
6:30 PM Handbell
Choir

7:30 AM Men's
9:00 AM
Breakfast at Family AA/Alanon
5:00 PM Worship
Restaurant
HC

21

22

26

23

24

Fifteenth Sunday 9:00 AM Quilters
5:30 PM Girl
after Pentecost
8:30 AM Worship Scouts
HC
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:45 AM Praise &
Worship HC

9:00 AM LWR
Quilters
9:30 AM Bible
Study
11:30 AM Red
Cross Blood Drive
6:00 PM Women's
Bible Study Lounge
7:00 PM Bible
Study

Bulletin Deadline 9:00 AM Staff
9:00 AM 4 Rivers Meeting
Q-Guild
5:30 PM Potluck
w/Bp Mansholt
6:15 PM Forum w/
Bp Mansholt
6:30 PM Gr. 8 & 9
Conf.
6:30 PM Handbell
Choir

28

30

29

Sixteenth Sunday 9:00 AM Quilters
5:30 PM Girl
after Pentecost
Stewardship
Scouts
Campaign begins
Introduction
8:30 AM
Contemporary
Worship HC
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:45 AM Worship
HC

!

9:00 AM LWR
Quilters
9:30 AM Bible
Study
1:00 PM Prayer
Shawl Meeting
7:00 PM Bible
Study

25

13

20

27

7:30 AM Men's
Stewardship
Breakfast at Family Campaign begins
Restaurant
Introduction
9:00 AM
AA/Alanon
5:00 PM Worship
HC

“Where Your Heart Is”
Grace’s Stewardship Campaign 2015
The weekend of September 27/28th begins a very important time in the church year. No, it is not the beginning of Advent, Christmas, Pentecost, or Easter. It is not when the snow birds head south and the college students head back to
school. It is the time of the year at Grace where each of us needs to examine who we are, where we are, and what we
are. It’s the time of the year when we come together to make our pledge to God and the church for the coming year
and at the same time reflect on where we’ve been, where we are, and where we hope to go. It is when we individually
reflect within to commit our time, our talent, our money, and our support to the mission and great commission that
our Lord has set in front of us both here at Grace and around the world. It’s time for the Stewardship Committee to
lead us forth in our 2015 campaign. Our theme this year is “Where Your Heart Is,” and it spans over three weekends.
LET’S MAKE OUR BEGINNING…The first weekend, September 27/28, focuses on gathering and listening. The
Lord provides us with many opportunities to gather in his Word and Sacraments to both listen and share. His intention is not for us to take a back seat in our faith, but rather, bolt to the front seat to shout out in His name and in all of
His glory. He welcomes every opportunity that we can seize to gather in His name, around His word, proclaiming the
Good News. Each person’s “front seat” may look different, but the important message that Jesus gives to us is that we
need to occupy that seat! For some, it is sharing musical talents; for others, it is assisting in the worship service; and
still others, it is providing spiritual support through prayer or volunteering. Whatever that “front seat” looks like for
you, our prayer is that you reflect on the “vehicle” you are today and determine whether you need to get it tuned up to
be ready to go for another year of service to the Lord, whether you need to get it repaired as some of the “parts” need
to be replaced or “rejuvenated” in order to speed into the new year of God-given opportunities, or whether it is time to
trade in your current model and embark on an exciting new adventure where the Lord will send you down a brand
new road of service in His name. We pray that whatever condition your vehicle is in you will contemplate all of the
possibilities with an open mind and heart. Grace needs you to take a front seat in your faith and wear your heart on
your sleeve for the Lord!
AND THEN…After we have gathered together and listened to our hearts and our Lord, we will next focus on celebrating the blessings that we have both in our personal and spiritual lives and in our lives at Grace. We need to honk
our horns to the Lord and shout out the many blessings we have and then share them with our brothers and sisters in
Christ and also to those who are searching for Jesus in their lives. Take every opportunity that you can to honk your
horn for Jesus, through your words, actions, time, talents, support, and active participation. Just like a vehicle needs
every part in order to run effectively and efficiently, so too does Grace need each of its members in order to successfully preach God’s word, share God’s sacraments, and be disciples to the world. We ask that you prayerfully consider all
of these blessings and commit to celebrating these blessings with all whom you encounter to blanket them in the glory
of Jesus Christ. We will be sending you the Growing in Faith and Reaching Out in Love form for all to express
these gifts and pledge to share these gifts with the church and the world. When we shout out to the world in celebration of Jesus, we display our hearts to Jesus and others through our words, actions, and support of the missions at
Grace and in our community and the world.
FINALLY…To round out the campaign, after we have gathered, listened, and celebrated, we will finally send out into
the world all of the missions of Grace. But in order to prepare our vehicles for this mission, we first need to pledge
ourselves to the Lord and to the programs that move our hearts to proclaim the Good News of Jesus. We first will
evaluate and determine how we can provide our time and talents to the good works of Jesus. Then we will review our
financial pledges to the missions of our Lord and the programs of Grace which support these missions. What programs within the walls of Grace get our motors running and our hearts excited? These are the programs to which we
need to wholeheartedly commit. After prayerful consideration of where your heart is, commit to pledge to those missions that move you to action by returning the form mentioned above and also the 2015 Pledge Card that will be
sent to you the middle of September. By making this pledge, you are sending the Good News of Jesus out into the
world and through the church. So jump into that front seat and shout out to the world, revealing to all those around
you where your heart is and always will be, in the hands of our Savior, Jesus Christ!
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:21
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September Special Offering — Kinship of Tomahawk
Kinship of Tomahawk is a non-profit youth mentoring organization serving the Tomahawk School District. Kinship has been matching children between the ages of 5 and 15 for almost 17 years. Kinship currently
has 67 children in the program with 26 of those children still in need of a mentor.
In addition to trying to find a friend/mentor for each kinschild, Kinship sponsors monthly activities for mentors
and kinskids to offer new experiences. This year Kinship has been to Camp Forest Springs, participated in the
Polar Plunge, went to the Lodge at Cedar Creek, had an ice cream mentor appreciation social, gone to Bay Beach,
the Kwahamot Water Ski Show, the Windmill, and a Back-to-School Picnic. In addition we are trying to teach
our kinskids to give back to the community that so generously supports our program. This year we have participated in highway clean up, volunteered at a water station for the Rockin' Tomahawk Race, set up and cleaned up
at the Expressions of Compassion Program, and participated in Park City Credit Union's Family Night as well
as the Relay for Life.
In addition to mentoring, Kinship began their KinsKlub Program several years ago. KinsKlub offers all our
kinskids a place to come two days a week to receive a healthy snack/meal, get help with homework, and participate in educational programming including 4H and a Nutrition Program offered through the UW Extension. The
kids have planted their own garden this year and are beginning to reap what they’ve sown, finding out they like
radishes and lettuce.
In addition to needing monetary donations, Kinship is in need of positive adults to mentor a child. We ask mentors to spend a minimum of one hour a week or a couple hours every other week with the child, sharing your every day routine. Eat supper, go for a walk, wash the car, bake cookies, it is not so much about the activity you
share, but about the time you spend together. We remind our mentors your that "presence" is the "present" our
kinskids need.
For more information about the Kinship Program or how to get involved, contact the Kinship office at 453-1910
or email kinshiptomahawk@hotmail.com

OUR FINANCIAL PICTURE
JULY 2014
General Fund
Budgeted Expenses per month ................ $34,514.08
Offerings Received last month ................. $26,686.79
Actual Budget Expenditures ..................... $30,161.33
Surplus (Deficit).. .............................. … ($3,474.54)

Fall Bible Studies Begin

Tuesday Morning Bible Study led by Pastor
Mark will begin at 9:30 am on September 9.

Budgeted Expenses 7/31/14 ................... $241,598.54
Offerings Received YTD ......................... $209,805.67
Actual Budget Expenditures YTD .......... $230,232.69
Surplus (Deficit).. .............................. … ($20,427.02)
Mortgage Status
2014 Regular Principal Payments ............ $20,333.75
2014 Extra Principal Payments.………………$2,618.58
Total 2014 Principal Payments……………..$22,952.33
2014 Interest Payments…………………..……$21,511.48
Loan Balance 6/30/2014 ....................... $762,538.28
Special Offering-July
Lekubu Creche ............................................. $630.00

Tuesday Evening Bible Study led by Dick
Huntoon will begin at 7:00 pm on September 16.
Women’s Bible Study - A NEW six week
Womens' Bible Study will start Sept. 23, and meet
every other Tuesday night at 6 p.m. at church. Join
us as we study "Understanding Spiritual Gifts." The
book will cost around $7.00 and we need to know
how many to order, so if you are interested, please
contact Nancy Kind at 715 224-3285 by September 8.
This group will meet for one hour and there is no
homework between sessions! You will enjoy the
study and the conversations so please consider joining us!
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The History of Giving – Simply
Giving has been around since the beginning of the Bible and even though the device by which we give has
changed significantly, the theme behind it has not… We begin our journey in the Old Testament…Proverbs
3:9-10: 9Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; 10then
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. It was just as difficult for people to consistently give back in biblical times as it is for us to consistently give today. But the Lord
continues to remind us over and over again that we need to trust in Him and he will provide, just as we need to
provide to those who need to hear the message of our Savior and Lord.
Grace has proactively stepped up to assist us with our many distractions and established a means by which each
member of the congregation may find it easier to keep the pledge. It is called Simply Giving and is an electronic
giving program administered by Vanco and endorsed by Thrivent. Just like the bill pay option at the bank or
the online automatic payment of bills, electronic giving allows us to set up direct payments to Grace through a
secure electronic payment option. So now, no matter what may cause the distraction away from church, there
will no longer be the missed opportunity to give to the church on a consistent and meaningful basis.
Electronic giving also allows us the ability to make contributions to specific programs at church, it allows us the
capability of giving even when we may not be able to attend church, and it provides a more convenient way to
track contributions to the church. Instead of having to take the time to fill out multiple envelopes or lines on
the envelope, we are able to make a one-time set-up of how we want our donations allocated and how often we
want them to be distributed to the church. This goes a long way toward helping manage our finances at home
as well as helping Grace to more accurately budget for the programs at the church throughout the year.
The beauty of this program is the ease with which it is to set up. By simply accessing Grace’s website and clicking on the Give Now button, you are able to, within a few short minutes, sign up for the program through Vanco’s secure website. And just like an auto pay for other bills or expenses, the contribution is then taken out automatically. You can track the payments through the line item on your bank statements. No more filling out
envelopes and checks, no more hassle with having to remember to bring your offering to church. In addition to
less hassle, you can also put your mind at ease as the website is secure and none of your personal information is
shared with outside sources. You now have the peace of mind that your offerings are reaching Grace without
ever having to lift a finger, only your mouse!
Another advantage to the program is that it gives you the flexibility to work around your budget. If it is easier to
give once a month versus weekly, you are able to do that. If you wish to have a certain percentage of the offering
go to the building fund every month, you can do that also. If you want to sign up for a one-time contribution for
a special project, you can do that. The program is flexible enough to accommodate all of those different scenarios with just a few clicks of the mouse.
The best part of the program is that once you have prayerfully decided on your pledge each year, you can access
electronic giving via Grace’s website to make any necessary updates to your plan and those updates take effect
automatically. It provides better direction not only for you but also for Grace, and goes a long way toward keeping with the Lord’s wishes for us… Matthew 6:19-21: 19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not
break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
The steps needed to prepare you for your new journey to electronic giving are outlined below. Over the next
four weeks, the Stewardship Committee will review each of the steps again in the bulletin to guide you on your
way. As you prayerfully consider this new way of giving, feel free to contact any of the Stewardship committee
members or Pam Kopp, the Grace administrator of the program, with any questions or concerns.
1. Click Give Now on the main page of the Grace Lutheran Church Website.
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Continued on page 9

Continued from page 8

2. Fill out how you would like your contributions allocated within the church’s missions.

3. Fill in your personal information, along with the bank account or credit/debit card information.

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9 The history of Giving Simply

4. Click Process and your contribution is set-up and ready to go.
When we truly recognize all that Christ has done for us, we will want to offer ourselves wholly to God as a living
sacrifice of worship to him. Our offerings will flow freely from a heart of gratitude.
As the Lord clearly reminds us throughout the Bible…2 Corinthians 9:7-11: 7 Each of you should give
what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: “They have freely
scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.”[a]10 Now he who supplies
seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
It is that simple! We hope that you will prayerfully consider all of the benefits of this program. Whatever your
choice of giving, know that we are truly appreciative of the gifts you offer to our Lord's service.

The Philippine Story
The Philippine Story continued…I thought it would be fun to introduce you to the children one at a time
over the next several months. The first one is John Rod, and I am especially fond of him! He is 14
years old. He entered the orphanage when he was 18 months old and he is definitely the big brother at
his “home.” He is thoughtful, gentle and has a great sense of humor! John Rod took me to see his bed
space in his room and I was saddened by the size of his bunk bed. John Rod didn’t know any different
and was perplexed by my dismay at the size of his bed. I know that I shared the story in church but it is
worth repeating. At the point when I asked why he had such a small bed his social worker replied that
it is food and clothes or a new, bigger bed. I asked how much it would cost to replace his bed with a
bigger size and I was told $80.00 American dollars. That is exactly how much money I had left of the
donations I had been given to use in the Philippines. Yes, God is good! John Rod has a new bed because of your generous donations. Cathy Schmit
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
Thursday, August 14, 2014
MEMBERS PRESENT: Heather Engel, Brian Schmidt, Marilyn Smith, Brian Storm, Mark Schlegel and
Bill Zorr via phone
Absent: Mary Wessel, Mindy Gabrich, Forrest Gibeault and Pastor Mark
ALSO PRESENT: Wendy Black and Sherry Clements
Council meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.
Devotion: Wendy read a devotion from “Jesus Calling”. It was Jesus talking to us about how he is ours
and that will never change. No matter what happens, we will always be his and he will always be ours.
Where have we seen God at work at Grace?
Marilyn – the gorgeous weather we have been having lately.
Brian Storm – Pastor Check and the Vacation Bible School Kids (VBS). Pastor had a great energy and really connected with the kids.
Consent Agenda: (for actions taken without discussion)
A. Council Minutes from July
B. Ministry Minutes (reports will be in Council Packet)
1. Evangelism
2. Fellowship
3. Stewardship 08/05/14
4. Long Range Planning
5. Worship
6. Projection Team
7. Fair Trade Ministry
8. GTF
9. Building and Grounds 07/15/14 – 2 reports
C. Membership transfer Carrie Strassman
Motion to accept the Consent Agenda was made by Mark, second by Brian Storm. Motion was passed.
NOTE: Minutes from committees are included in the Council packets and do not require approval.
Financial Reporting:
Bill Zorr presented the chart he created depicting offering monthly totals over the years (2011-2014)
which showed the shortfall we have this year. The chart was discussed and it was agree by all present to
add the chart to the bulletin for this weekend with a small paragraph explaining the chart. Bill did a
wonderful job making the data easy to read and understand. The paragraph is as follows:
Whew! Remember those record cold temperatures in January - March?? Aren't you glad they are behind
us? Unfortunately, the weather had an impact on attendance and offerings. As seen in the graph above,
offerings received through July are $17,000 lower than the prior 3-year average.
We hope to "catch up" the short-fall before the snow flies. Please take the time to prayerfully consider
your 2014 financial commitment to the church.
Building and Grounds committee has also reached out to Sherry and the council to seek help to get their
budget back in line. The budget is out of line due to a couple bills which should have been paid in 2013
– were not received until 2014). The bills were issued out of the 2014 budget but should have been issued out of the 2013 budget. There is nothing the council can do to assist Building and Grounds right
now. However, heading forward the council will remind the committees and ministries that it is their responsibility to notify Sarah of any and all bills which should be coming in. Sarah cannot know to look or
call for the bill - unless she knows about it.
Brian Storm made a motion to approve the financial report. Second by Mark. Motion carried.
Staff Reports:
PZ’s Report – PZ was absent but Wendy was asked to speak on PZ’s report. Pastor Mark’s report
(Continued on page 14)
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LITURGICAL ROLES
September 6 & 7
Acolytes
5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:45 am
Greeters
5:00 pm Rose Hoff, Sue Horn
8:30 am Paul & Dotti Andersen
Randy & Cindy Blair
10:45 am Frank & Jackie Benoy
Readers
5:00 pm Nona Arthur
8:30 am Shirley Derleth
10:45 am Jeannie Gudgeon
Ushers
5:00 pm Jim & Audrey Charles
8:30 am Tom & Donna Stone
Mike & Josh Wick
10:45 am Greg & Steve Heikkinen
Nursery
8:30 am Abby Norman
10:45 am Jody Decker
Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Nancy Kind
8:30 am Corey Colburn
10:45 am Wendy Black
Communion Assistants
8:30 am Al Overhaug
_____________
Running Projection
5:00 pm Child of God
8:30 am Paula Norman
10:45 am Dravin Schmit
Projection Set up
Jackie Leonhard
Altar Guild
Sara Volz, Lynn Brown
Samantha Colburn
Counters
Barb & Dewey Reilly
Al Overhaug
Video Delivery
Harold & Audrey Pedersen

September 13 & 14
Acolytes
5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:45 am
Greeters
5:00 pm Tom & Sandy Catencamp
8:30 am Fran Anderson
Marie Knipfer
Gary & Judy Calhoun
10:45 am Andy & Luann Kiander

September 20 & 21
Acolytes
5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:45 am
Greeters
5:00 pm Bernice Mitchell
Peggy Price
8:30 am Roger & Kathy Cook
Ken & Deb Kincaid
10:45 am Jodi & Emily Decker

Readers
5:00 pm Herb Heyne
8:30 am Cathy Schmit
10:45 am Nancy Herbison

Readers
5:00 pm Nancy Herbison
8:30 am Ruth Heyne
10:45 am Sue Horn

Ushers
5:00 pm Peggy Price, Deb Tinker
8:30 am Randy & Cindy Blair
Jim & Audrey Charles
10:45 am Sue Horn
Bill Martinson

Ushers
5:00 pm Bob & Leanne Setlak
8:30 am George & Lynn Derleth
John Krueger
Bill Erickson
10:45 am Craig & Dawn LaFevre

Nursery
8:30 am Josh Wick
10:45 am Drew Von Schrader

Nursery
8:30 am Abrina Leonhard
10:45 am Michael Svacina

Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Ruth Heyne
8:30 am Dave Schmit
10:45 am Nancy Herbison

Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Mark Gaedtke
8:30 am Herb Heyne
10:45 am Kyle Olson

Communion Assistants
8:30 am Mary Wilke
Margie Welke

Communion Assistants
8:30 am Dale & Nona Arthur

Running Projection
5:00 pm Karen Torkelson
8:30 am James Zastrow
10:45 am Betty Hudson
Projection Set up
Keri Kelley
Altar Guild
Sara Volz, Lynn Brown
Samantha Colburn
Counters
Barb & Dewey Reilly
Al Overhaug
Video Delivery
Roger & Kathy Cook
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Running Projection
5:00 pm Don Tinker
8:30 am Steven Renn
10:45 am Tami Olson
Projection Set up—TBA
Altar Guild
Sara Volz, Lynn Brown
Samantha Colburn
Counters
Barb & Dewey Reilly
Al Overhaug
Video Delivery
Jim & Nancy Bronsted

LITURGICAL ROLES
September 27 & 28
Acolytes
5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:45 am
Greeters
5:00 pm Dan & Kaye Salewske
8:30 am Tobias Family
Dar Clements
10:45 am Mary Hoglund
Stephanie Pellitteri
Readers
5:00 pm Nancy Kind
8:30 am Chris Raasch
10:45 am Ruth Heyne
Ushers
5:00 pm Georgeanne Crass
John Kromm
8:30 am Jan & Larry Hagen
Jim VanNorman
Jack Lauder
10:45 am Greg & Steve Heikkinen
Nursery
8:30 am Maggee Renn
10:45 am Karen Gauerke
Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Joe Story
8:30 am Al Overhaug
10:45 am Dave Reiff
Communion Assistants
8:30 am Lori Winch
Child of God
Running Projection
5:00 pm Kirk Kind
8:30 am Lane Beaumier
10:45 am Jared Kiander
Projection Set up—TBA
Altar Guild
Sara Volz, Lynn Brown
Samantha Colburn
Counters
Barb & Dewey Reilly
Al Overhaug

October 4 & 5
Acolytes
5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:45 am
Greeters
5:00 pm Deb Tinker
Sherry Thompson
8:30 am Mike & Nancy Pertmer
Dave & Cathy Schmit
10:45 am Harold & Audrey
Pedersen
Readers
5:00 pm Jim Nelson
8:30 am Nona Arthur
10:45 am Jeannie Gudgeon

October 11 & 12
Acolytes
5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:45 am
Greeters
5:00 pm Mary Wilke, Lori Winch
8:30 am Ken & Pat Tjugum
Bill & Leitta Turgeon
10:45 am Marilyn Smith
Lois Langlois
Readers
5:00 pm Darlene Wurl
8:30 am Sandy Wick
10:45 am Nancy Herbison

Ushers
5:00 pm Rod & Marcy Greil
8:30 am Don & Carolyn Halverson
Don & Jeanne Rae Paulson
10:45 am Ruth & Herb Heyne

Ushers
5:00 pm Dave Dettmering
Dar Clements
8:30 am Ed & Chris Raasch
Mike & Josh Wick
10:45 am Sue Horn, Betty Hudson

Nursery
8:30 am Shirley Derleth
10:45 am Jody Decker

Nursery
8:30 am Alexis Szarkowitz
10:45 am Drew VonSchrader

Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Nancy Kind
8:30 am Corey Colburn
10:45 am Wendy Black

Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Mindy Gabrich
8:30 am Dave Schmit
10:45 am Nancy Herbison

Communion Assistants
8:30 am Jan & Larry Hagen

Communion Assistants
8:30 am Brian & Cindy Storm

Running Projection
5:00 pm Betty Hudson
8:30 am Abby Leonhard
10:45 am Tami Olson

Running Projection
5:00 pm Don Tinker
8:30 am Jackie Elliott
10:45 am Dravin Schmit

Projection Set up—TBA

Projection Set up— TBA

Altar Guild
Deb Overhaug, Marcia Sattelberg
Sara Reiff
Counters
Jim Pellitteri, Mary Wilke
Ken Kincaid
Video Delivery
Harold & Audrey Pedersen

Altar Guild
Deb Overhaug, Marcia Sattelberg
Sara Reiff
Counters
Jim Pellitteri, Mary Wilke
Ken Kincaid
Video Delivery
Roger & Kathy Cook

Video Delivery
Brian Schmidt
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(Continued from page 11) Council Minutes

noted that Grace’s current state is like a “house of cards” that could fall down if key people become unavailable. The Mission Academy coach helped frame a goal for Grace to establish clarity in governance so
that many people own God’s mission and pursue it with discernment and in community. We need to find
those within the church to support all the unique ministries and offer those people support.
Bishop Mansholt is scheduled to be at Grace on 09/24/14. That is all we know as of now. The Bishop is
still praying on what to present. He wants to get to know each congregation and meet with them where they
are.
Wendy’s Report – Vacation Bible School (VBS) was awesome!! She has had lots of great feedback and offering it at no charge was great! No charge seemed to really draw in the youth.
We have 9 youth participating in 24 hours of service this coming weekend
14 Grace members camped at Crossways
2 High School Youth attended Senior Y.E.T.
PZ, Brian Schmidt and Wendy Black had an amazing time and learned many things at the Mission Academy training they attended. It has them thinking about our central core. Why are we Grace? Needing to look
at our mission statement, the heart of Grace’s mission.
Youth Ministry Team
Had training yesterday August 13, 2014. After school program refresher.
We now have a new Sunday School program curriculum which will work on a rotational basis. A bible story
will be presented and the kids will rotate between different activities related to the story.
Brand new confirmation curriculum, “Reform”, lets the youth know it is ok to ask questions.
Old Business:
All meeting night - All meeting night is August 28, 2014. A council member is needed to attend. The start
time is 6pm. Several members have conflicts with the date. More than one council member can attend.
Break In – Wendy has been seeking an update from Officer Pitzl on the status of the investigation. The officer and Wendy work opposite shifts. The computer in the control booth is now password protected. Door
checks are done twice per day by Wendy and Debbie.
Council would like Building and Grounds to report their finding/suggestions on Church security.
Several items were moved to the September meeting: Review and discuss Pastor Mark’s 3 policies, Policies –
template from Forrest
New Business:
Wedding policy – This is on hold until a legal decision is made on same sex marriage in Wisconsin.
Motion made by Marilyn to adjourn the meeting. Mark second. Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by, Heather Engel, Council President

Newsletter Nugget: Did you know that buying fairly traded (Equal Exchange products for example) directly impacts farmers and their communities? In addition to helping farmers grow a sustainable business that will support their families, fairly traded goods support the environment, healthcare, education
and women. Your purchases of Equal Exchange items from Grace WILL make a difference. A missional
ministry and a good cup of coffee…nice! If you are interested in joining our team, we would appreciate
your help. Contact any one of us: Deb Overhaug, Sherry Clements, Margie Welke, Wendy Black, Patti Gaedtke or
Cathy Schmit.
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JOHN J. KOPP
Certified Public Accountant

208 W. Mohawk Drive
Tomahawk
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715-453-3733
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Larry Jacobsen, Broker/Owner
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Remember - Respect - Love
Phone: 715.453.3808
Email:
kruegerfuneralhome@frontier.com
Website:
www.kruegerfamilyfuneral.com

Tomahawk, WI 54487

(715) 453-4344

Twin Bay Resort
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& Cremation Services

$5.00 OFF ANY JUMBO PIZZA

Kevin J. Krueger, Licensed Funeral Director
Karri L. (Krueger) Ernst, Business Manager
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Fourth Generation Funeral Director Serving Tomahawk
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YOUR BUSINESS SHOULD BE HERE!
To Advertise here, please call
Colleen Mancheski at

1-800-950-9952 ext. 2687
or email: deck@4LPi.com
www.SeekAndFind.com

715-453-7071

reillyfamilydental.com
Dewey N. Reilly DDS

Residential - Commercial - Industrial
Five Licensed Plumbers
Soil Testing & Septic Installation

Dealers in Mercury, Smokercraft,
Husqvarna, Ariens & LawnBoy

715-453-2435 or arnottplumbing.com
Visit our showroom at N10944 Cty A Tomahawk, WI

Quality Parts & Service
129 N. 4th St., Tomahawk, WI 54487

715-453-3313

Dewey I. Reilly DDS

DOES YOUR BUSINESS
TAKE CREDIT CARDS?

Calhoun’s
Auto Gene Calhoun
Repair

Would you like to SAVE 10-20% on
your fees? Ask me about our “Save you
money or pay you $500.00* guarantee”

715-453-3076
1612 N. Fourth St., Tomahawk

*Terms & conditions apply

Culligan Water Conditioning of
Rhinelander
Kass Schoppe, Water Specialist
Service Technician

715-362-4047t800-352-0652
81IJMMJQ4Ut10#PY
Rhinelander, WI 54501

Michael P. Reilly DDS

Call Colleen Mancheski at

1-800-950-9952
ext. #2687 or
or E-mail: deck@4LPi.com

Tomahawk
BEN FRANKLIN
North Bay Plaza
453-2872
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:00am-6:00pm, Sat: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sun 9:00am-4:00pm
Locally Owned & Operated
Serving the Greater Tomahawk Area for the past 33 years.

Dean R. Hussong, D.D.S., S.C.

“No Job
Too Small or
Too Tall”
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Change service requested

Tomahawk, WI 54487

Regular Worship Services
Labor Day to Memorial Day
Saturday—5:00 pm
Sunday—8:30 & 10:45 am

Via de Cristo Weekend
November 6-9, 2014
Silver Birch Ranch
Who Should Attend:
Men or women 21 and over, baptized Christians who want to strengthen their faith
and come to a closer walk with Christ in their lay ministries and everyday lives.
Via de Cristo Offers:
• A potential for personal growth
• A tool for renewal for the church
• An opportunity to deepen your faith
• A launching pad to encourage action in the church in the world
• A focus of responsibility and mission beyond the Via de Cristo weekend
• A personal experience with God- alone and in Christian community
Brochures and applications can be found in the rack next to the welcome center.
Please call Pastor Mark or Nancy Kind (715) 224-3285 for more information. Don’t
wait to apply, there are limited spaces available and they fill fast!

Mark
Your
Calendar!
Our annual Cookie
Walk, Lefse, and
Craft Sale will be
here before you
know it!
Please
mark your calendar
now, for December
13! More details to
follow, stay tuned.
☺

