Grace Lutheran Church
108 W. SOMO AVENUE 
TOMAHAWK, WISCONSIN 54487

715 4534066
www.gracelutherantomahawk.org


March 2017
Congregation Retreat ± Saturday  April 22²9:00 am 1:00 pm at Grace


This retreat will be personally beneficial for you, your relationships, attitude, mission, and life, and will also benefit Grace and our mission in Tomahawk and beyond. Many of the changes and happenings in our culture and the
church in this 21st Century we may not like, but a key blessing in this century is that the church is directly addressing and growing are our relationships, faith, and mission and making it relevant, practical and rich in our
personal lives. 


This retreat will build on our strengths in our personal lives and as a congregation. Pastor Jean DeVoll
Donaldson and Darlene Kalfahs from our East Central Synod of Wisconsin will lead this retreat as they did in
2015. They will use a tool called “assetmapping” which they have been trained in and have perfected. It is a valuable activity for helping people increase an attitude of abundance, see God’s resourcing in new ways, and consider
(Continued on page 4)



R W  ² W   S 
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 and 10:45 am
Sunday School 9:40 am





C W!"#²8:30 am on the
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month

M L W  
Wednesdays²1:00 & 7:00 pm


New Council Members 


Church Council Members elected at the 2017 Annual Meeting are: Brandon Hafeman, Don Narloch, Keri Kelley,
and Bill Zorr. Brandon, Don, and Keri are new to the council and will serve three year terms. Bill Zorr was elected to serve another three year term. (This is permitted in our constitution, “Such members shall be eligible to
serve no more than two full terms consecutively.” )


A HUGE thank you to Brian Schmidt, Marilyn Smith, and Steve Heikkinen for all their hard work on church
council. Another HUGE thank you to Bill Zorr for choosing to serve our congregation for another three years. 
WELCOME Brandon, Don, and Keri! WELCOME BACK Bill Zorr. See page four to learn more about the new
council members.


Grace has been blessed abundantly over the years by sincere, talented, and dedicated members who have chosen
to serve God and Grace by serving on church council. Thank you and God’s blessings to all past and present
council members. 


Election of officers at the February 9 council meeting, resulted in: Mark Gaedtke²President; Mary Wessel ± Vice
President; Sandy Wick²Secretary. 

Bulletin Board
Thank you to all who came to the Family Fun
Day at Camp Forest Springs on January 29. First timers were astounded at all there was to do outside and
the comfortable setting indoors. We had a variety of
ages, many families, much to do, and lots of fun and
conversations.

Thank you to everyone who prayed for me while
I was ill. Prayers work!!! Deb Narloch

A BIG thank you to Jean Huntoon for the
donation of a bookshelf and MANY books that Dick
Huntoon collected over the years. We have placed
this shelf in the lounge closest to the windows. Please
feel free to take a peak or borrow a book or two. Dick
would be very happy to know others are getting as
much enjoyment out of them as he did!

Thank you D3 Dinner/Auction
Team!!!!
WOW! You did an amazing job! Our dinner/auction
was a huge success and everyone who attended had a
fabulous time. Your many hours of preparation and
planning are very much appreciated. 


Members of the Auction Team are: Sherry Clements,
Pam Kopp, Karen Torkelson, and Sandy Wick.
See more D3 news on page seven.

Lenten Soup Meals


Come and join us for a warm bowl of soup,
the best in town. Sou p m ea ls w ill beg in on
Ash Wednesday, March 1. Signup sheets are posted
in the Gathering Area. Please prayerfully consider
providing the needed supplies, or two gallons of
soup, or joining the kitchen crew. Soup chefs, if you
sign up for meatless soup, please be sure to bring a
soup without meat. Thank you.
Lunch will start being served at 11:30. If
this time is too early for your schedule, please come
as soon as possible before noon. This will allow time
for the kitchen crew to clean up before the start of
the church service. Kitchen workers should plan on
staying until the cleanup is completed so that all
helpers can attend the church service. 
Supper will start at 5:30 and will be served
only if someone signs up to be the meal coordinator for the night. This ca n be a n individual, a committee or group, or a family. The responsibilities include making sure that the signup
sheet is filled in for supplies, soup, and kitchen
workers for the assigned week. This person/group/
family will oversee the entire meal, including setup
and cleanup of the meal. 




Greetings To a Friend
Quite a few folks have called the church
office to get Jean Huntoon’s address. If
you would like to send a card or letter to
Jean, her address is: Jean Huntoon, c/o Ann Huntoon, 5195 E. Maria Dr., Stevens Point, WI 54481.
Jean would love to hear from you.
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Fifth Grade Milestone²Seder Meal


Grace Lutheran’s “Seder Meal” on Sunday evening,
April 9, at 5:00 PM is a m ilestone for all 5 th
graders. The purposes are to deepen the meaning of
Holy Communion; initiate parents and youth together
as the purpose of Grace’s ministry; and begin or assist
with the transition into Middle School and the teenage years. This is a very formal and meaningful meal
and event with all the symbolic food of a Seder provided. 


Other Noted Dates:


March 26:
March 29:
April 2:
April 9:
April 16:

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ± Spring Break
NO GLOW  Spring Break
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ± Spring Break
SEDER MEAL ± 5:00 pm
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL²EASTER

Eleventh Annual Church Ladies’
DinerApril 8 & 9!
It’s almost time for the Church Ladies’ Diner at the
annual WJJQ Home, Sport and Travel Show. In the
past, proceeds from the Diner have totaled more than
$33,000 for missions in South Africa, the Congo,
Guatemala, and Appalachia, as well as helping to
reduce Grace’s mortgage debt. This year’s proceeds
will go to Lekubu’s Creche, Education & More Mission
Building, and the Building Debt. 


This has been possible only through the tremendous
support of the people of Grace Lutheran Church. It
has truly been a team effort. This year, we are again
asking for your help. There are many ways to get involved. Signup sheets will be available in the Gathering Area listing the kinds of help that is needed.
Thanks so much for your participation in this
mission.
Don’t forget to come to the Diner to enjoy
baked goods, Margie’s famous hot beef sandwiches and Al’s brats! YUMMY!

DEADLINES: New sletterThird Monday of every month, BulletinWednesday

S5677
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(715 area codes)



Who is God?
What is truly Christian?
Why and how is Lutheran?


On Wednesdays at 1:00 and 7:00 during all of
March we will explore these questions in detail. 
CHRISTIANS have been doing this for the past
thousand plus years. We call this Lent. During the forty days before
Easter we gather to center ourselves on the center truth and teaching
of Christianity which is that Jesus is God, who died for us, so that we
receive and live in forgiveness and love now, and that we know that
when we die we will be raised to live in the fullness of God’s eternity
forever. 
This is such good news that it is impossible to believe. Thus we corrupt it, change it, add to it, and discount it. It is only God’s Holy Spirit that can lead us to receive, believe, and incorporate this good news
into our lives. 
That is why we need LENT. This is the time of year and a way to focus on the simple, plain, amazing truth of God’s good news and grace
given to us in Jesus Christ. 
This is also why the Church needs constant REFORMATION. Five
hundred years ago there was a specific movement known as
“reformation” that took place in nearly every European nation using
the new technology of that time. That movement sought to recenter
the Church on that plain, simple good news of God in Jesus Christ
and that we are saved only by God’s grace in Jesus. 
One of the most popular and effective tools developed at that Reformation time five hundred years ago was called a CATETHISM. This
question/answer tool has been used ever since because it very briefly
and eloquently sums up the essence of God’s Good News and the
means by which that Good News comes to us and can be formed in
us. 
This year, during Lent, we will use Martin Luther’s Small Catechism to center us on Jesus. He w r ote it in 1529 and designed it so simply that it could be used by everyone, every day, and
especially in the home. We will use an English translation of it and
make that available to you.
Each Wednesday we will enter into the six chief parts of this Catechism. Come and be centered in God’s amazing Good News for you:
1. Ten Commandments ± this will form our confession of sin
2. Apostles’ Creed ± Luther’s explanation will inform this ancient
statement of belief
3. Baptism ± the sermon March 8 & 15 will explain God’s claim on
you 
4. Confession ± the sermon March 22 will explain God’s forgiveness offered to you
5. Communion ± the sermon March 29 & April 5 will explain
God’s gifts given repeatedly
6. Lord’s Prayer ± Luther’s explanation will take us more deeply
into prayer

On this 500th anniversary of the Reformation it is fitting that Lent be
(Continued on page 5)

Pastor………….………Rev. Mark Ziemer
4534066 or (home) 4530612
Visitation Pastor…Rev. Don Cannady
715 4534066
Supply Pastor….….Rev. Gerald Check
715 4534066
Lay Pastoral Ass’t..….…Wendy Black
715 4534066
wkblack@yahoo.com
Secretary…………....…….Debbie Hetzel 
4534066 or (home) 9660536
dhetzel@gracetomahawk.org
Secretary Support…… .Sarah Mann
4534066 
smann@gracetomahawk.org
Treasurer...….………….Shirley Derleth 
4534066
treasurersjd@gmail.com 
Wedding Coordinator
Kay Jensen………..…................4534701
Custodian..…………………Colleen Yirsa
4534066



2017 C89:;<= M>?@>AB
President
Mark Gaedtke……...…………….4535907


Vice President 
Mary Wessel……………………….4537410


Secretary
Sandy Wick….….……..……920 6801237 



Luann Kiander.………………….4539097




Ken Kincaid.……………………….6123276


Marilyn Smith.…………………...4535184


Lucas Tjugum.…………………...4536475


Bill Zorr……………………..608 575 5816


Brandon Hafeman……………..9664338



Keri Kelley………………………….6125374



Don Narloch……………………….5710945 



Church Office Hours
MondayThursday: 8:00 am to 3:30 pm
(closed for lunch noon to 1:00 pm)
Friday: 8:00 am to 1:00 pm
Staff Meetings (Office closed)
Wednesday: 9:00 am
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(Continued from page 1)

how the gifts and blessings of people might come together in new ways that might not be as readily considered
without the prompt of this work. The input and involvement of youth is very helpful in this activity.
We are blessed! Circumstances in and around us distract us from seeing that. This retreat will guide, lead,
and give us time to reflect on our blessings. Counting our blessings improves our attitude. When we link those
blessings great things are possible in our individual lives, homes, relationships, congregation and living in God’s
mission. 

New Church Council Members



Keri Kelley is a lifelong m em ber of Gr ace, daughter of Stan an d K ar en Tor kelson. She m et her
husband Brent at the University of WisconsinStout, and they have a fouryearold son, Jordy. Brent accompanied our group from Grace visiting South Africa in 2013. Keri has worked as a graphic designer for Drs. Foster
and Smith in Rhinelander for over ten years and is a member of the Projection Team at Grace, as well as a youth
representative to the Council in high school.



Brandon Hafeman has been a m em ber of Gr ace for a little over a year . B r andon has a w ife Melissa, and two boys Blake is eight years old and Chase is three. Brandon is employed at Packaging Corporation of
America in Tomahawk, and works part time as an adjunct instructor at Nicolet College. Brandon enjoys snowmobiling, hockey and spending time with his family.


Don Narloch and his w ife Debbie have been m em ber s for a little over a year and a half. They had
been members at Mt. Calvary in Rothschild for over 40 years. Don is not retired, but their summer home brought
them to Tomahawk. They have two children and two grandchildren. Don’s interests include hunting, fishing and
lots of sitting outside by the fire. 


Bill Zorr has been on the council for the last thr ee year s and is w illing to ser ve again. 


2017 Wilderness Trip


Eight families are planning to backpack the Cloud Peak Wilderness in the Big Horn Mountains of central Wyoming at the end of July. The delight of this journey will be watching eight 9th graders grow in their trust and articulation of faith in God, connection and conversation with parents, delight in God’s creation, and confidence and
daring to hear God’s call and take on challenges. 


Thank you for supporting them through the Companion Breakfasts, Easter Breakfast, and the Spring Gift Card
sales that will soon be coming.

EPIC 2017  March 18 ± All Are Welcome
Prince of Peace, Appleton, 9:00 am3:30 pm


EPIC is the first annual Equipping People in Congregations. This is an all day event of learning, presentations and
workshops. Featured speaker will be Pastor Rick Rouse, author of Beyond Church WallsCultivating a Culture of
Care. Contact the Grace Church Office to register. Workshops will provide tangible takehomes to implement in
congregations:
• Healthy Church Leaders: Building an Effective Team in the Congregation, Rick Rouse
• Grow, Hold, Fold: deciding what ministries to claim and let go, Beth Lewis
• Engaging our Neighbors, Rev. Jean DeVollDonaldson
• FaithWeb your way to Intergnerational Ministry, Gloria Allhiser, Synod Youth Director
• How to Engage Young People in the Church, Gloria Allhiser, Synod Youth Director
• Constitutions: It’s a Missional Document, Bp. Mansholt & Jill Roznowski, Synod Administrative
Assistant
• Congregational Treasurers, Ron Skrenes, Synod Treasurer
• Leadership in Congregations: Laurie Wilkinson
• Reaching through the Screen, Rev. Ben Sheets, Good Shepherd, Plover
• Advocacy Today, Rev. Cindy Crane, Lutheran Office on Public Policy in Wisconsin
• Reshaping Stewardship in our Congregations, Jill Beverdin, Synod Stewardship Counselor
• How to Read the Scriptures Aloud Effectively, Rev. Roger McQuistion, Prince of Peace
• Stand for Welcome, Bp. Mansholt
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(Continued from page 3) Pastor Mark 

focused on Martin Luther’s Catechism. The power of that movement was the simple, plain emphasis on the
amazing truth of God’s good news and grace given to us in Jesus Christ. The translation and distribution of Bibles
in nearly every European language energized the Reformation. And the tool that kept it focused and on point was
Luther’s Catechism. Come and see!
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Try-A-Tithe
In God’s word, we are encouraged to tithe ± that is honoring God with one tenth (10%) of our money, time and
talents. A tithe is giving to God our best and not our leftovers. The basic premise on which tithing is based is
trust. Trusting that God will provide for our needs makes it possible for us to tithe. 


”Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year” Deuteronomy 14:22


Tithing is an outward expression of the conditions of our hearts. If we don’t honor God with our first fruits and
proportionate giving, does our giving reflect our trust that He will provide? God will continue to love us even if
we don’t tithe. However, Scripture is clear about our need to give generously, cheerfully, and not out of compulsion. God wants us to experience the joy of giving and to have our giving be a meaningful part of our worship of
Christ. We need to be mindful that the lack of giving will be an obstacle to our spiritual growth. 
So, how might we try this? If you’re not already doing so, we’re inviting you to tryatithe. Here are several ways
you might try it:


•

•
•
•

One Week ± You may wish to tithe for just one Sunday to see how it feels. Give 10% of your annual
income divided by 52 during one of the weekends during February. For example: if your annual income is $25,000, 10% is $2,500. Dividing that by 52, your tithe would be $48 for a week.
One Month ± To tithe for an entire month, you may wish to give 10% of your annual income divided
by 12 in February.
Lent/Easter ± With Ash Wednesday on March 1, you may wish to incorporate tithing as part of your
reflection during the seasons of Lent and Easter.
Ten for Ten ± You may want to take a leap of faith and consider giving ten percent for ten weeks. 


Tithing helps us to develop a spiritual discipline of giving the first part of our incomes regularly. Through our
tithing, we are reminded of who God is and who we are. The tithe is a spiritual discipline to help us submit our
whole lives to the Lordship of Jesus. Tithing is an intentional act that reminds us of our relationship with Jesus,
and it helps that relationship grow. You may discover an unexpected joy in your decision to give your first and
best to the Lord. May our love for the Lord be reflected in our giving. As you prayerfully consider, ask God to
grant you the faith to tryatithe. 
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house…” Malachi 3:10

From the Stewardship Committee

Loving and Helping Others
God commands us to love one another even at some cost. Jesus said, “This is My commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one that this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends.” (John 15:12). Jesus’ sacrificial love has set a standard that is higher than anything that has been done
before or will happen in the future.


However, we are blessed at times to hear of individuals who have gone above and beyond to share their love
and compassion for others. One such instance is Ray Blankenship who one summer morning was preparing his
breakfast, when he gazed out the window and saw a small girl being swept along in the rainflooded drainage
ditch beside his Andover, Ohio, home. Blankenship knew that farther downstream, the ditch disappeared with
a roar underneath a road and then emptied into the main culvert. Ray dashed out the door and raced along the
ditch, trying to get ahead of the floundering child. Then he hurled himself into the deep, churning water. Blankenship surfaced and was able to grab the child’s arm. They tumbled end over end. Within about three feet of the
yawning culvert, Ray’s free hand felt something²possibly a rock²protruding from one bank. He clung desperately, but the tremendous force of the water tried to tear him and the child away. “If I can just hang on until
help comes,” he thought. He did better than that. By the time firedepartment rescuers arrived, Blankenship
had pulled the girl to safety. Both were treated for shock.


On April 12, 1989, Ray Blankenship was awarded the Coast Guard’s Silver Lifesaving Medal. The award is fitting, for this selfless person was at even greater risk to himself than most people knew. Ray Blankenship couldn’t swim. Even though he couldn’t swim, he was willing to risk his own life to help a person who was in need.



As God’s people, our love for others comes from Him. “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Because God loved us so much that He would give His son for us (John 3:16), we, too, can love. God expects that
the love He lavishes on us will naturally flow out of us into others. Real love is evidenced by action, both in acts
of love to fellow believers and to our neighbors as well (Galatians 6:10). Many of us will never help someone in
such a dramatic and heroic way as Ray Blankenship’s, but as Christians we have the opportunity to share the
Good News of life that comes through Jesus by our words and deeds. May God always receive the glory in our
acts of love.
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March Special Offering²Camp Scholarships



The special offering for March is for the campership fund for ALL Grace youth in grades 18 to attend Crossways’
Waypost Camp July 914. Many claim a week at Bible Camp as the greatest faith experience in their life and
many others as the best week of summer. Prayer partners, consider sponsoring your partner. Designate your gift
in his/her name. Adults, please think of the future generation of the church and support the youth who will experience what you loved so much as a child! 
You can find the Financial Report on page ten.

ABUNDANT THANKS!

A Huge Thank You to the MANY people who made Grace’s D3 (Driving Down the Debt) Dinner & Auction a tremendous
success! We are truly blessed by your Extravagant Generosity!! Those who attended were ± 



welcomed by beautiful decorations thoughtfully designed by Corky Burcalow, 
treated to a delicious spaghetti dinner specially prepared by Cathy Schmit and crew,
graciously served by our young people and our youngatheart, 
thankful for Brynn and Jen Beaumier who offered child care for the children, and 
entertained by our auctioneer Arnie Lange and brother, Everett, his ‘sidekick’.

Whether you came and enjoyed dinner, helped setup & decorate/cook/serve/clean up/assist with the auction etc, shared a pan
of your delicious bars, shared some of your many talents, donated one of the over 90 auction items, bid on auction items or
contributed to the drawings, or any combination of the above, we thank you wholeheartedly! The generosity of so many
people was truly overwhelming. Our mission was to offer the people of Grace an opportunity for fun and fellowship while
raising money for our beautiful building. There is no doubt that together we accomplished that mission!

This event helped to raise over $7,900 that will be applied to the principal of our loan. We couldn’t have done this without
the help of MANY people. Heartfelt thanks to our many donors and helpers:

Fran Anderson

Paul & Dotti Andersen 

Dale & Nona Arthur 
Brynn, Jen Beaumier

Jane Brokaw 


Corky Burcalow

Jim Charles/Tomahawk BP
Dar & Sherry Clements 

Georgeanne Crass
Logan, Mason, Aiden Schreiner Julie Dentler 


Roman “Buck” Derleth
Tony Derleth

Graham Foster 


Patti Gaedtke
Jim Glaser

Grace’s Fair Trade Team

Grace’s Fellowship Committee
Grace’s Funeral Committee
Grace’s Tuesday Quilters

Don & Carolyn Halverson
Nancy Herbison

Debbie Hetzel & Linda Taylor  
Joan Hilgendorf

Patti Hilgendorf 

Helene Hoglund & Dave Dettmering 
Jean Huntoon 

Jerry & Nancy Jagmin 
Pat & Dennis Jeske 


Rich & Leslie Johnson
Rachel Jones

Roger & Judy Juedes 

Luann Kiander

Dorothy Kind

Marie Knipfer 


Pam Kopp 

Col. Arnold Lange

John & Peggy Kromm/Ben Franklin
 Faye LaMere 


Everett Lange

Willard Lee



Brita Liebelt 
Jane Lueneberg

Don & Deb Narloch


Karen Olson
Al Overhaug

Judy Peterson 


Peggy Price 
Laurel Reinke

Bill & Barb Schiltz


Terry & Judy Schlinkmann
Martin, Allison Schmidt 
Cathy & Dave Schmit 

Marilyn Smith
Marie Stark

Tom & Donna Stone 

Linda Taylor
Thrivent Financial

Stan & Karen Torkelson

Margie Welke 
Gil & Mary Wessel

Carol White



Sandy, Mike & Jackie Wick 
Ron & Gail Wilson

Pete & Lynn Wurl


Pastor & Claudia Ziemer


Special thanks to Grace’s Funeral Committee for their $1,000 donation to the D3 Dinner/Auction.



We also thank Thrivent Financial for awarding us a Thrivent Action Team. 

From the D3 Planning Committee: Sherry Clements, Pam Kopp, Karen Torkelson, Sandy Wick
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Grace Lutheran Council February Meeting Minutes
Date: February 9, 2017


Council in attendance: Sandy Wick, Marilyn Smith, Bill Zorr, Mark Gaedtke, Steve Heikkinen, Brian Schmidt,
Ken Kincaid, Keri Kelley, Don Narloch, Mary Wessel. 
Missing: Lucas Tjugum, Brandon Hafeman, Luann Kiander
Other Attendees: Shirley Derleth (through treasurer’s report), Pastor Mark, Sherry Clements 
Meeting called to order at 6:06 pm. 


Devotions: 
• Brian’s devotion tonight focused on “loving thy neighbor” and how important it is that each of us look deep
inside to see if we are really loving our neighbor. 

Where have we seen God at work?
• Becoming acquainted tonight during the orientation with the new council members; attendance at Bootleggers for John Kromm’s retirement; extravagant generosity of gifts coming in for D3 dinner; works of kindness being shown


Approve Agenda
Steve made a motion to approve the agenda. Sandy second. Motion passed and agenda was approved. 

•


Elections for executive committee
Sandy made a motion to nominate Mark Gaedtke as president. Steve seconded. Motion Carried. 
Ken made a motion to nominate Mary Wessel as vice president. Bill seconded. Motion Carried.
Mark made a motion to nominate Sandy Wick as secretary. Bill seconded. Motion Carried. 
Current council members acknowledged Brian, Marilyn, and Steve for their outstanding work as council
members and thanked them for their service. They then left the council meeting. 

•
•
•
•


Consent Agenda
Motion made by Sandy to approve the consent agenda which consisted of January council minutes and the
January Grace Endowment Fund Committee. Seconded by Ken. Motion passed.

•


Treasurer's Report (Shirley) 
• Shirley explained the different pieces of the treasurer’s report to the council. It was pointed out that January
was a 5week month so giving is reported higher in comparison to last year which was a 4week month. January income was also greater than its expense. 
• Sandy moved to accept the treasurer report once a correction is made to the offering comparison. Mary seconded. Motion passed.


Committee and staff reports 
Pastor Mark’s report highlighted 
• Some of the 2016 milestone items 
• Explained the function of the strategic planning group whose next meeting is coming up on Thursday,
February 23
• Listed the important constitution chapters for council to read
• Asked for council’s help in recognizing staff and contacting families at critical times
• Encouraged council to attend the congregational retreat, the two synod events, and the Via de Cristo
weekend
• Highlighted the 500th Anniversary 
• Identified how both he and other staff are involved in ministries beyond Grace 
• Shared the views of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

Old Business

1. Church use policy Pastor and staff are working on outlining a policy regarding use of church properties  No
update
•



2. Director of confirmation job description and posting 
Discussions in progress within the staff and will be shared when this is complete

•


3. SMART goals for 2017 Update. 
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(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 8)

Goal 1: Increase the diversity of our membership in our ministries
• Sandy/Luann will be attending the Strategic Planning meeting on February 23 and sharing their
thoughts for a ministry weekend and draft letter written up for this. 




Goal 2: Spread the Grace of God through communication and covert good deeds. 


Mark/Bill ± are working through the communication yet. We discussed creating a box for the covert
deeds to see if we could get this started. Keri volunteered to ask someone to make a box for this as a
first step. 

•



Goal 3: Enhance the worship service experience at Grace Lutheran Church.


Mary/Billfirst step is to meet with worship committee and this has not been done yet. 

•



New Business

1. Annual meeting follow up and appointing members of Nominating Committee and appointing a council representative to ensure the process is being handled throughout the year (all)
• Attendance was very similar to other years so the day change did not impact attendance; did receive
comments that congregation liked Sunday after the 8:30 service 
• Discussed that the meeting was too long and the meeting should focus more on the key items that the
congregation needs to vote on. 
•
Based upon that feedback, Sandy will write up a draft policy, outlining some procedures for improving
the length of the meeting 


2. Representatives (liaisons) for  Long Range Planning, Mutual Ministry, Building & Grounds, Endowment,
Finance, and Staff/Personnel
• The following individuals volunteered to be the council liaison for each of the below ministries as
council is responsible for overseeing. 
• Long Range Planning ± Keri 
• Mutual ministry ± Mark 
• Building and grounds  Ken
• Endowment ± Ken 
• Finance  Don 
• Staff / personnel ± Sandy 


3. Plan for helping incoming council members feel “uptospeed” (all)
• Sandy volunteered to meet with the new council members to go through the Council Handbook. Tentative date set for February 26th after the 8:30 service. Sandy will send an email to the new council
members to insure this date works. 


4. Discuss options for scheduling meetings that work best for the majority of the group. (all)
• Discussed that Brandon is unable to make the Thursday meetings until school is completed as he
teaches a class each Thursday night. 
• It was suggested that we schedule the second Monday of the month. Sandy indicated she reached out
to Sherry to see if this would normally work from a treasurer perspective and she shared her thought it
might work. Sandy will send out a message to get input from those not in attendance. Ken, Don, Keri,
Mark, Sandy, Pastor Mark were in agreement this worked for them until summer at which time we can
reevaluate. 


5. Approval of Mission Culture’s plan for 2017 Congregation Retreat (Pastor Mark or representative from Mission Culture Team)
• Council should review the February notes from this as this will be discussed in next month’s agenda.
The retreat is set for April 22. Council needs to approve the plans for this. 


6. Removal of “Pastor Mark’s three policies as presented in 2014” as recommended by Mission Culture Team
(Pastor Mark or representative from Mission Culture Team) 
• It was explained that the policy for Mission, Purpose, Priorities, Coordination & Diversity which was
approved in January encompassed the below three policies and it was recommended the old ones be
removed. Sandy moved to remove the 3 below policies due to being replaced with the newer policy.
Ken seconded. Motion carried. Sandy will let Debbie know. 
( Continued on page 10)
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It’s God Mission
Grace Invites, Involves & Empowers People into God’s mission and into being the Body of
Christ together
All are called to be the Body of Christ. 

•
•
•


7. Council advocacy for refugees and immigrants. Pastor Mark asked that council support the below points: 
• Council recognition of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service ± that it has experience as the second largest refugee resettlement agency in the United States, a long history since 1939, and our important and unique connection to this agency.
• And that the Council supports a spokesperson from LIRS and LSS to come to Grace to further explain
this to us in a Temple Talk and Forum in June ± Stewardship Committee already established LIRS as
the Special Offering for June (these two agencies work together in Wisconsin). Monte Smith, LSS
chaplain at Homme Youth & Family Programs, suggested this. Like Monte speaking at 1 st Wed worship there would be no charge this is a ministry of LSS.
• And that the Council encourages members of Grace to read the LIRS statement denouncing the Presidential Administration’s Executive Actions on Refugee Resettlement.
• And that the Council recognizes many people do not know about the work of LIRS, do not know the
thoroughness with which they perform their service, do not know Lutherans have long worked very
hard and well on behalf of refugees and immigrants, so that the Council encourages members to share
this information and to use this information and our work as Lutherans to advocate for refugees.
• This will be added to next month’s agenda to further discuss 


Adjourn meeting ±Sandy moved we adjourn. Don seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 


Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.


Minutes by Sandy Wick, Secretary

OUR FINANCIAL PICTURE 2017 



JANUARY






Jan. 2017
Receipts

 





 


Needed

for
Budget

RECEIPTS
vs BUDGET

 





ACTUAL
SPENDING

RECEIPTS
vs SPENDING

General Fund

$26,697 

$31,357

($4,660) 

$27,026

($329)

Building Fund

Total

$5,630 
$32,327 

$5,076
$36,433

$5,076
$32,102

$554
$225



$554 
$4,106 
 







 








YEARTO
DATE




YTD

YTD



Receipts





YTD

YTD





ACTUAL

RECEIPTS

DIFFERENCE



SPENDING

vs SPENDING

Needed for
Budget





General Fund

$26,697 

$31,357

($4,660) 

$27,026

($329)

Building Fund

Total

$5,630 
$32,327 

$5076
$36,433

$554 
($4,106) 

$ 5,076
$32,102

$554
$225

Mortgage Status
2017 Reg. Principal Payments

$2,843.18

2017 Extra Principal Payments

$323.16

2017 Total Principal Payments
2017 Total Interest Payments

$3,166.34
$2,232.62

Loan Balance as of January 2017
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January Special Offering ² LSS Homme Home

$641,186.49
$789.00

CAMP REGISTRATION 
GRACE WEEK AT WAYPOST
JULY 914, 2017 

Discount Deadline
March 10, 2017


Remaining balance (after your $100 deposit) is due May 25.


Grace is one of four congregations bringing all grades 18 for a week at camp July 914, 2017 at Waypost.
Programs include Pioneers (½ week program for completed grades 13), Pathfinders (completed grades 35),
and Mavericks (completed grades 68). Third Graders can choose to attend as Pioneer ½week or Pathfinder
full week.

Grace is picking up part of the cost for this week. The March Special Offering provides partial or full support for
anyone not able to afford the following. The cost for the camps listed below INCLUDE the Campership discount
and Grace Budget. In addition, both Crossways and Grace want to make this possible for every child. Please
talk to us if cost is a hindrance. We will assist as much as possible so that every parent can give his or her child
this opportunity.

To benefit from the full “Campership” discount, you must register your child by March 10. 
• Grades 13 Pioneers total cost before March 10 is $160 
($180 after March 10)
• Grades 35 Pathfinders total cost before March 10 is $320
($350 after March 10)
• Grades 68 Mavericks total cost before March 10 is $320
($350 after March 10)

**************Registration process has CHANGED!**************
1. You must register directly with Crossways @ www.CrosswaysCamps.org
2. When you register your child/children you must use code: GLCT2017
Steps to Register for Grace Camp Week July 9 – 14, 2017
1. Go to Crossways website: www.CrosswaysCamps.org
2. Click – REGISTER FOR CAMP
3. Click – Continue to Registration
4. Create New Account to Login
5. After login, Crossways Camping Ministries “Dashboard” will appeara. Click “Add New Program” (upper right column)
b. Enter GHR ID: GLCT2017 then click next and follow the prompts
c. Click “Add New Camper” to register each child – NOTE: If your child has attended
camp in the past, information may already be entered and you would select from
available Campers to review and update as needed.

3. Payment must be paid to GRACE LUTHERAN. (We will collect all payments and remit all of them at one
time)





⇒ A non-refundable deposit of $100 is required for each registration. This deposit must be in the
church office by March 10, 2017. Checks should be made payable to “Grace Lutheran Church”
⇒ Please place your check in the separate envelope attached to this information sheet. You can bring
it to the office, drop it in the collection or give it to Patti Gaedtke, but it must be in the church office
by March 10, 2017.
⇒ Financial Assistance is available. Please speak with Patti Gaedtke.

Thank you in advance for helping us have registration run smoothly and on time for this important
part of your child’s camp experience! If you have questions, please call Patti Gaedtke at 715
6122000 or email Patti@gracetomahawk.org. 
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March 4 & 5
Acolytes
5:00 pm Mason Peck
 8:30 am Kate Derleth
10:45 am Haley Liebelt
Greeters
 5:00 pm Dan/Kay Salewske
 8:30 am Dave/Cathy Schmit
 
Marcie Schmit
 
Katy Volz
10:45 am Andy/Luann Kiander

Readers
 5:00 pm Jim Nelson
 8:30 am Cathy Schmit
10:45 am Jeannie Gudgeon

Ushers
 5:00 pm Darwin Kluball
 
Ron Lueneberg
 8:30 am Don & Carolyn Halverson
 
Children of God
10:45 am Greg/Steve Heikkinen 

Nursery
 8:30 am Mann Family
10:45 am Child of God

Assisting Minister
 5:00 pm Al Overhaug
 8:30 am Corey Colburn
10:45 am Shirley Derleth

Communion Assistants
 8:30 am Dave/Dave Schmit

Running Projection
 5:00 pm Karen Torkelson
 8:30 am Zach Volz
10:45 am Tami Olson

Projection Set up
Keri Kelley 

Altar Guild
Georgie Crass, Rita Hilgendorf
Heather Neids

Counters
Linda Pashek, Bob LaNou
Julie Dentler

Video Delivery
Al Overhaug
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March 11 & 12
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
 8:30 am Allison Schmidt
10:45 am Molly Mott
Greeters
 5:00 pm Bernice Mitchell
 
Peggy Price
 8:30 am Jason/Jesse Stromberg
 
Jim/Jan VanNorman
10:45 am Sherry Thompson
 
Lois Langlois

Readers
 5:00 pm Kathy Wolff
 8:30 am Laurie Schmidt
10:45 am Dan Schuller

Ushers
 5:00 pm Dave Dettmering
 
Dar Clements
 8:30 am Ed/Chris Raasch
 
Renee Raasch
 
Margie Welke
10:45 am Marilyn Smith
 
Mary Hoglund

Nursery
 8:30 am Child of God
10:45 am Child of God

Assisting Minister
 5:00 pm Mark Gaedtke
 8:30 am Dave Schmit
10:45 am Jane Schuller

Communion Assistants
 8:30 am Joe Story
 
Whitney Osero

Running Projection
 5:00 pm Sue Mielke
 8:30 am Katy Volz
10:45 am Dravin Schmit

Projection Set up
Jackie Leonhard

Altar Guild
Georgie Crass, Rita Hilgendorf
Heather Neids

Counters
Linda Pashek, Bob LaNou
Julie Dentler


Video Delivery
Roger/Kathy Cook





March 18 & 19
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
 8:30 am Alex Norman
10:45 am Erik Decker
Greeters
 5:00 pm Rose Hoff
 
Lynn Brown
 8:30 am Paul Zastrow Family
 
Dar Clements
10:45 am Mary Hoglund
 
Marilyn Smith

Readers
 5:00 pm Lynn Brown
 8:30 am Marie Stark
10:45 am Nancy Herbison

Ushers
 5:00 pm Georgie Crass
 
John Kromm
 8:30 am Wick Family
10:45 am Greg/Steve Heikkinen 

Nursery
 8:30 am Reinke Family
10:45 am Child of God

Assisting Minister
 5:00 pm Joe Story
 8:30 am Paul Kurth
10:45 am Kam Olson


Communion Assistants
 8:30 am Shirley Derleth
 
Al Overhaug

Running Projection
 5:00 pm Jason Mielke
 8:30 am Paula Norman
10:45 am Eli Wurl

Projection Set up
Paula Norman

Altar Guild
Georgie Crass, Rita Hilgendorf
Heather Neids

Counters
Linda Pashek, Bob LaNou
Julie Dentler


Video Delivery
Nancy Bronsted
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March 25 & 26
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
 8:30 am Child of God
10:45 am Child of God


Greeters
 5:00 pm Dar Kluball
 8:30 am Pete/Lynn Wurl
 
Terry/Jean Zoellner
10:45 am Jody/Emily Decker

Readers
 5:00 pm Darlene Wurl
 8:30 am Jessie Stromberg
10:45 am Carol White

Ushers
 5:00 pm Peggy Price
 
Jeanette Lovsletten
 8:30 am Brett/Lane Beaumier
 
Dar Clements
 
Marie Knipfer
10:45 am Craig/Dawn LaFevre

Nursery
 8:30 am Child of God
10:45 am Child of God


Assisting Minister
 5:00 pm Gail Wilson 
 8:30 am Al Overhaug
10:45 am Nancy Herbison

Communion Assistants
 8:30 am Dave/Cathy Schmit

Running Projection
 5:00 pm Karen Torkelson
 8:30 am Whitney Osero
10:45 am Kam Olson

Projection Set up
Karen Torkelson

Altar Guild
Georgie Crass, Rita Hilgendorf
Heather Neids

Counters
Linda Pashek, Bob LaNou
Julie Dentler

Video Delivery
Stan Torkelson








April 1 & 2
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
 8:30 am Child of God
10:45 am Child of God
Greeters
 5:00 pm Dan/Kay Salewske
 8:30 am Kevin/Christine Brown
 
Family
10:45 am Andy/Luann Kiander

Readers
 5:00 pm Chris Raasch 

 8:30 am Jeanne Rae Paulson 
10:45 am Al Overhaug 

Ushers
 5:00 pm Ed/Chris Raasch
 8:30 am Tom/Donna Stone
 
Steve Kahle
 
Jack Lauder
10:45 am Bill Martinson
 
Marilyn Smith

Nursery
 8:30 am Child of God
10:45 am Child of God

Assisting Minister
 5:00 pm Nancy Kind
 8:30 am Corey Colburn
10:45 am Jane Schuller

Communion Assistants
 8:30 am Joe Story
 
Margie Welke

Running Projection
 5:00 pm Don Tinker
 8:30 am Lane Beaumier
10:45 am Betty Hudson

Projection Set up
Bill Zorr

Altar Guild
Pam Kopp, Jeannie Osero
Donnie Renn

Counters
Barb Schiltz, Ruth Ann Richardson

Video Delivery
Al Overhaug









April 8 & 9
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
 8:30 am Geena Wanta
10:45 am Mason Peck 
Greeters
 5:00 pm Bernice Mitchell
 
Peggy Price
 8:30 am Gary/Judy Calhoun
Don/Carolyn Halverson
10:45 am Sherry Thompson
 
Lois Langlois

Readers
 5:00 pm Dan Schuller
 8:30 am Chris Raasch
10:45 am Jeannie Gudgeon

Ushers
 5:00 pm Dan Schuller
 
Darwin Kluball
 8:30 am Don/Deb Narloch
 
Dave/Cathy Schmit
10:45 am Craig/Dawn LaFevre

Nursery
 8:30 am Child of God
10:45 am Child of God

Assisting Minister
 5:00 pm Mark Gaedtke 
 8:30 am Dave Schmit
10:45 am Nancy Herbison

Communion Assistants
 8:30 am Lynn Brown
 
Megan Marcks

Running Projection
 5:00 pm Sue Meilke
 8:30 am James Zastrow
10:45 am Dravin Schmit

Projection Set up
Paula Norman

Altar Guild
Pam Kopp, Jeannie Osero
Donnie Renn

Counters
Barb Schiltz, Ruthann Richardson


Video Delivery
Roger & Kathy Cook
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1.



3.





5.







6.






7.







8.

9.

Betty Hudson
Jan VanNorman
Judy Webie
 Jessica Kinnally
Lois Wolf
Mary Wilke
Sandra Olsen
Ryan Brunner
Jered Decker
A.J. Massa
Al Overhaug
Kirk Kind
Patti Gaedtke
Brenda Siren
Andrew Mielke
Lisa Miller
Harrison Hirt
Edward Johnson
Jon Skuball
Aaron Barr
Celie Koth
Tyler Jones
Aiden Schreiner
Mason Schreiner
Logan Schreiner
Gary Randall
Dale Arnott
Gordon Schultz
Cindy Blair
Kaye Mathwich
Brian Moyle
Andrew Wilson 
Kristy Watzlawick
Sheryl Garfield

10.
Annette Yustus

Leitta Turgeon

Phyllis Heikkinen

11.  Michael Gauerke
Ruth Ann Richardson

Todd Halverson

Jordan Szarkowitz

Addison Beining

12.
John Pashek

Jacob Colstad 

Stacey Watzlawick

13.
John Kromm

Ryan Koth

Jared Kiander

14.
Jennifer Massa
Bill Strand

Phyllis Marquardt

Eugene LaNou

Samantha Lund

Emily Zastrow

Andrew Kluck

15.
Marleen Lehnherr

Katie Downing

Chelsea Marten

16.
Robert J. LaNou

Patricia Anderson

Pam Dallmann
Isaiah Ristau
Troy Taylor

17.
Kole Svacina
Olivia Brown



18.





19.
20.







21.






22.



23.



24.



Hugo Suominen
Nona Arthur
Thomas Behling
Scott Herbison
Heidi Haring
William Schiltz
Hope Baacke

Don Halverson
Dixie Erickson
Sarah Sudbury
Forrest Gibeault
Jax Loka
Peg Thomas
ALiya Winter
Charles Douglas
Ida Brown
Gary Jaecks
Denise Oelig
Mike Galganski
Whitney Osero
Skye Scheffler
Sandra Clevenger
Don Narloch
Thomas Stone
Katherine Hirt
Paula Norman
Ken Kangas
Kathy Jenks
Chris Downing
Hannah Solie
Lou Lemay
Jacey Teal
Peggy Winter
Lowell Meidam


25.





26.



27





28



29. 

30.



31.


June Gaedtke
Amber Engel 
Megan Gustafson
Eric Hesse
Carol Mueller
Bill Burcalow
Andrew Harper
Ashley Diermeir
Deb Forslund
Laurie Walenton
Kelly VanStrydonk
Michael Bellile
Kamron Olson
Gene Wiedow
Joann Noah
Raina McCumber
Hannah Schmit
Phyllis Biever
Gabriel Lobemeier
David Lemke
Marlee Kiander
Molly Mott
Sara Prock
Dane DeKiep
Karen Calhoun
Ayla McCormick









Blood Pressure Clinic²Sunday, March 199:30 am 

Parish Nurses Pat Jeske and Donna Stone will hold a blood pressure clinic at Grace
Lutheran on Sunday, March 19 between services. Stop by, get your blood pressure
taken, and say hello to Pat & Donna. They are very excited to get our new Parish
Nursing Ministry going. If you would like to talk to either Pat or Donna, please call
the church office, (715) 4534066

Attention Thrivent Account Holders!
If you own a Thrivent account/product you are most likely entitled to Thrivent Choice Dollars. This means you
can designate your Choice Dollars to Grace Lutheran or any other registered organization. You may do this
online when you log into your Thrivent account or you can call 18005474836. There is a deadline of March
31st to designate your Dollars. Other registered organizations are: Our Sisters’ House, Lincoln Humane Society,
and more. Just ask the operator to read them to you. If you choose Grace Lutheran as the recipient of your Dollars and you w ould like your Dollar s to go to a specific m inistry, you m ust call the office: 

1) the amount of your Dollars 
2) the ministry you would like your Dollars to go to. 


When we receive the Dollars from Thrivent, it is a lump sum; it is not an itemized list.
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Regular Worship Services


Labor Day to Memorial Day
Saturday²5:00 pm
Sunday²8:30 & 10:45 am



Contemporary Worship
2nd & 4th Sundays @ 8:30 am

Wednesday Lenten Services
1:00 & 7:00 pm






Share an Easter Lily


If you wish to share a lily with the congregation
for the Easter services, please fill out the
information below .
Memory of: __________________________________________________________
Honor of: _____________________________________________________________
From: ________________________________________________________________
You may bring this form to the office or drop it in the offering plate along with a check
for $11.00.
Please make out your check to: Grace Lutheran Church.
Lilies have been pre-ordered. When all have been spoken for, you may bring in your
own if you wish.

