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The monthly newsletter of Grace Lutheran Church
108 W. SOMO AVENUE • TOMAHAWK, WISCONSIN 54487

Annual Meeting – Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Grace Lutheran’s annual meeting will take place Wednesday,
January 18, at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. A potluck meal precedes
the meeting at 6:00 pm.
Why attend:
• Reports – written and oral – will briefly summarize the
various ministries and happenings at Grace in 2011, and
answer questions;
• Learn about what is planned at Grace for 2012;
• Hear very briefly about the broader church and ministries;
• Vote on Council members and representatives to the Synod
Assembly;
• Encourage and vote on delegates to the annual meetings of
Crossways Camping ministries, Homme Home, and
Gustavus Adolphus College;
• Make decisions, including the budget for 2012.
Who attends: new people, old people, young people, people very
involved and people curious about the church. All who are confirmed, at
least 16 years of age, and received Communion in 2011 are voters. Copies of the reports will be available at church by Saturday, January 14.

Annual Meeting Reports Due January 9, 2012

If possible, please submit your reports via e-mail to:
dhetzel@gracetomahwk.org by January 9, 2012. When doing your reports, please address the three points below:
1. What did we get done this year?
2. What remains to be done?
3. What did we learn?
Reports submitted after January 9 will not appear in the agenda.

For All Infants and Children Baptized in 2011

Parents of children baptized in 2011 are invited on Sunday, January 8,
2012 to the following:
• A celebration and renewed blessing of baptism at the
8:30 am worship service;
• A Milestone emphasis from 9:40 to 10:40 am in the
“Youth Room,” next to the Fellowship Hall.
The Youth and Family ministry has resources to give you and introduce
to you! Please RSVP if you are not able to attend so that you can be
informed at another time, or in another way, of the ministry and resources available for parents and children in their first three years.

We’re on the Web!

gracelutherantomahawk.org

Regular Weekly
Worship Services

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 and 10:45 am
Sunday School 9:40 am

Sponsors of the
Month

STAFF

Pastor………………..Rev. Mark Ziemer
453-4066 or (home) 453-0612
pastorziemer@gracetomahawk.org
Pastor…………..Rev. Rebecca Iverson
453-4066 or 966-2015
pastoriverson@gracetomahawk.org
Youth Coordinator..…….Erin Story
453-4066 or (715) 771-0132
estory@gracetomahawk.org
Secretary…………....…..Debbie Hetzel
453-4066 or (home) 966-1764
dhetzel@gracetomahawk.org
Secretary Support...…Sarah Mann
453-4066
smann@gracetomahawk.org
Treasurer...….……………….Pam Kopp
453-5248
Wedding Coordinator
Kay Jensen………..…..............453-4701
Custodian
Dar Anderson.………………….453-4066

COUNCIL MEMBERS

President
Steve Heikkinen……………….966-0160
Vice President
Dixie Erickson………………….453-4283

A WORD FROM PASTOR MARK
An Explosion of Causes and
Activities
Ever feel that there is too much going on at
Grace? Do you find it impossible to attend all the
events, to support all the fundraisers, and to even
know about all the activities going on? It is intentional! It is ministry and church in the 21st Century!
In just twelve years our world has changed in a huge way. With
the explosion of cell phones and wireless connections in our cars and
laptops we expect instant access to every piece of information and every
person we care about wherever we are. This has immediate spillover into
how people live and function and how they view the church, ministry,
and faith.
Have you responded to someone’s, “Hi, how are you?, ”only to
realize the person is talking on his/her cell phone to someone far away?
Or, have you noticed ads that pop up on your computer when you Facebook or when you purchase something on line – “people who bought
this have also purchased ____”? This is our world today!
This reality has two major implications for church and ministry
in this 21st Century. One is that we need relationships. We live too much
in a “virtual world” behind concepts, statistics, voices, screens engaging
with people we have “liked, ”and receiving propaganda we have chosen
or that our computer chooses for us. The important ministry of the
church today is offering real experiences in direct encounters with real
people based not on what we have “liked,” but based on love - God’s unconditional act of loving us.

The second important implication for church and ministry is recognizing that we have been spoiled, life is busy, and church has moved
way down on the priority list. No matter how much we think we ought
Secretary
Jean Huntoon……..…………..453-3890 to, want to, and need to - we are not worshipping God or involved in
church as people used to be. And we won’t unless something grabs us,
Sam Bourassa…..………………453-5743 stirs our soul, involves us in significant service that clearly makes a difference, and where we can talk, laugh, be ourselves and establish friendLinda Cole…..……………………453-9914 ships we never expected.
Thus, people are much less likely to give to “the church” or parPatricia Gaedtke…..…..………453-5907 ticipate in “a church activity.” The cause must be spelled out, and the
activity must be something we don’t want to miss, and, at least initially,
Judy Juedes………..……………453-8257 fits our schedule. Yes, the numbers are still small, but they are increasingly growing,of people who also either know little about church - apaJohn Kromm………….…………453-5729 thetic - or who have been told or have had a negative experience about
church. “Church” carries much less credibility today.
Sheila Marquardt..…………….453-3146
The result, or better worded - the call of the church in this 21st
Century - is to instigate an explosion of activities to which people inside
Youth Representative
Kris Cole…………………….…….453-9914 and outside the church are invited. And, that these activities are viewed
as exciting and meaningful and where people can make and deepen relationships. Plus, that these activities lead people to experiences, understandings, relationships, and faith they would not otherwise have.
This means that you are no longer expected to give to every cause or to
attend every event offered at Grace, even if it is for the youth. That was
the 20th Century and especially mid-20th Century. It was a time, not
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long ago, that people gave to one budget, attended all church events, pastors knew and led almost everything
that happened, and everything was done in the church building.
In this 21st Century, it is an explosion of activities happening all over the place and by many people. Attend and support the cause that stirs your heart! Choose one child to be your “prayer partner”; choose one
youth cause you will personally support and follow; talk with that child/youth; notice and seize the opportunities to relate with that child/youth! And, because it stirs you, talk about it! Invite others! Not just church
members, but invite and include family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, peers, anyone. Feel free – more than
that, know – that you are called, to start or lead new activities Grace does not yet offer but which would be very
effective at building relationships, doing service, and opening the door to deeper conversations.
What will guide us in this explosion of activities? “Taking Faith Home!” It is in the bulletin every week
– the insert that emphasizes the Four Keys of 1) Caring Conversation, 2) Devotions, 3) Service, and 4) Ritual.
Wherever these four are included in an activity - at home, church, wilderness, bus, community – that is church.
Relationships will be made, meaningful fun will stir us, and people will grow in trust in God, love for others, and
peace and joy within.

2012 Wilderness Trip - Interested?

The Youth and parents/adults who went on the 2011 Wilderness Trip will meet on Wednesday, January 4,
at 7:00 pm to check in with one another and to list their suggestions. Then, at 8:00 pm, this year’s mentors will
receive and explore that list of suggestions.
The tentative proposal is to schedule the Wilderness Trip July 21-28 (one week earlier than in past years),
with a destination near the location of last year’s trip. That area is near an ELCA Bible Camp (Christikon), and
the dates correlate well with Christikon’s High School and Adult programming. This could possibly become a
regular destination and would allow other people (10th graders on up to adults who are able to hike) to participate
in the trip and use the Christikon programs. Individuals can join one of Christikon’s groups, or, if there are at
least six persons, Christikon can develop a program to fit that group’s desires for hiking distances and nights in
the back country.

Crossways Camp - Something for Everyone!
NEW! For children and youth – Grace has arranged one week for all children/youth in grades
1-12 at Waypost June 24-29. Crossways is giving Grace a $45 discount (in addition to the $30 pre-March 15
early-bird discount) for all who register through Erin Story in the Grace Church Office (this saves Crossways time
and effort). Confirmation Camp will be that week, with Pastor Mark participating in the morning Bible Study for
grades 6-8, and interacting with all Grace children and youth the rest of the day. Please register only
through Erin Story in the church office!
For other programs available for registration now on-line or by regular mail, go to www.crosswayscamps.org
(or check with the Church Office for mailing addresses).
• Global Village Camp
June 30-July 3
all ages; varying levels of accommodations
• Family Camps
week-long and weekends
see website
• Grandparent/Kids
see website
• Specialty Camps
for children/youth/adults
see website
Brochures will be available in January. Weekend specialty retreats for all ages are occurring now.

3

Greater Galilee Trip

We will be traveling to Greater Galilee Missionary Baptist Church in
Milwaukee, WI, Feb. 11 and 12, 2012.
Mark your calendars now for another
great weekend of ministry, mission,
and fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ!
If you’d like to join us for a great weekend, please
signup in the office no later than Friday, February 3,
2012. If you have any questions, or would like to be a
part of the planning team, please contact Pastor Rebecca at pastoriverson@gracetomahawk.org,
or (715)453.4066.

Youth Group Update
On Wednesday, December 21, Grace’s 6th and 7th
grades After School Youth Group welcomed the St.
Mary’s Youth Group and their adviser, Brad O’Leary.
Father John Anderson had been called out of town.
Pastor Mark Ziemer led a discussion of similarities
and differences in the two churches, followed by tours
of our church and further discussion of the programs
offered at Grace House. Last December, Grace
visited St. Mary’s church.
A big thank you to the leaders and chaperones for
making this an educational and memorable time for
all. Adults included Jennifer Beaumier, Patti
Gaedtke, Binder Kind, Phil Luell, Brenda Marcks,
Erin Story, Bill Sparr, and Pastor Ziemer.
-- Bill Sparr
Congratulations Parents for NOT Allowing Underage Drinking in your Home, Cabin or
Shack. You are helping your students make
healthy and safe choices.
In the 2011 THS and TMS Social Norms Parent surveys, 100% of THS and TMS Parents indicated that
they do not approve of parents who allow their children to have a party where alcohol is served at their
home, cottage or shack …even with supervision.
Tomahawk Social Norms Project:
"Beating the Perceptions"

Tomahawk Youth Believe their Parents!
Keep sharing facts, risks, and your values
about underage alcohol use.
In a 2011 THS Student Social Norms survey, students
indicated that their parents are the most believable
source of information about alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. TMS students indicated parents were the
second most believable source of information, with the
police being first. Ninety-seven percent of THS students and 98% of TMS students said they answered
the survey honestly.
Tomahawk Social Norms Project: “Beating the
Perceptions”
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Lenten Soup Meals

The first Lenten soup meals in 2012 will be served on
Ash Wednesday, February 22. Lots of help is needed
to make these meals possible. Please look for the sign
-up sheets in the Gathering Area beginning on January 18. Everyone has been so generous in past years
that we look forward to this opportunity of fellowship
and worship.
Many thanks from the Fellowship Committee

Thanks and Praise to God!
The 2011 Cookie Walk and Lefse Sale was a huge
success. Something new was added this year – several
tables with small, hand-made crafts – and they nearly
sold out! Good weather contributed to a good turnout
from the public. All the lefse and all the cookies were
sold! How wonderful is that?! Many thanks to all the
hands and souls who helped in this endeavor! $1500
was raised toward new chairs for the Fellowship Hall;
$250 for the Salvation Army Backpack Program; $250
toward the ELCA Clean Water Project; and approximately $700 toward maintenance of Grace’s grounds/
landscaping. Jane Brokaw and Julie Dentler, cochairs of the event, wish everyone all the best in 2012,
and again express thanks to one and all – especially
thanks to God! All praise and honor be to Him!

A Great Big Thank You to all the lefse

workers and to those who donated ingredients. You
were all great. We used 255 pounds of potatoes and
made 254 packages of lefse. God’s blessing to you all!
Linda Halverson

AA/ALANON MEETINGS

Grace Lutheran
• AA and Alanon: Sat. 9:00 am
Grace Community House
• AA: Sunday 10:10 am
• Thursday 7:00 pm (12 step); Friday 7:30 pm
(open)
• Narcotics Anonymous: Tuesday 7:00 pm
St. Paul’s (12 E. Wisconsin Ave.)
• AA and Alanon: Monday 7:00 pm
If you have a problem with alcohol or if someone
you know suffers from the disease, AA (for the alcoholic) or Alanon (for family or friend of alcoholic)
could be your lifeline. Anonymity is the spiritual
foundation of both these groups. If you would like
to speak with someone personally, the church office,
453-4066, or Pastors Ziemer or Iverson can put you
in touch with an AA or Alanon member.
All communications will be confidential.
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Grace Lutheran Church
2012 Pledge Results
2011

2012

Amount Pledged

312,855

309,528

Loose offerings & estimated giving
from those who did not complete a
Commitment Card

91,728

78,910

Total Anticipated Income

404,583

Budget

441,552

Pledge Cards Completed

178

187

388,438
?

January Special Offering
ELCA Malaria Campaign
Malaria kills 800,000 people each year. Most are children under five. That’s a child every 45 seconds.
The ELCA, through the ELCA Malaria Campaign, is joining hands with eleven Lutheran church bodies in Africa, becoming part of an historic global movement to say, “enough is enough!” No child, no person, should die of a
disease that is both preventable and treatable. Therefore, the ELCA has committed to raise $15 million to help
prevent, treat, and educate communities in Africa about malaria, and eliminate deaths from this disease—for
good.
Why the ELCA?
For many years, the ELCA has been building relationships of accompaniment and mutual respect with our companion churches in Africa. Together with our church partners, we are poised to bring about a massive grassroots
movement to contain malaria and bring hope to those who suffer. Lutheran churches in Africa aren’t just places
of worship. They are centers of community life. That’s what makes our work—the work of the church, through
churches—perfectly positioned to make a difference.
How we work:
The ELCA Malaria Campaign funds programs of our companion churches that:

•

provide life-saving health care—including medicine to treat malaria

•

train health care providers and church volunteers to diagnose and treat malaria

•

teach people how to protect themselves from the mosquitoes that spread malaria, recognize symptoms,
and seek treatment

•

distribute insecticide-treated mosquito nets and provide training on their use

•

provide preventative medication to protect pregnant women and their babies

•

encourage governments to provide adequate heath care and malaria prevention activities

•

support water treatment projects to control the environments where mosquitoes breed

Your generous support and prayers for this campaign are essential and appreciated as we work together to implement plans of health and hope in at least 11 countries in Africa. Together, we’ll meet and exceed our goal to make
malaria history! Use your special offering envelope for January to contribute to this cause. For more information,
go to the ELCA website: http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-Malaria
6 -Campaign.aspx.

Living to Serve
Many of us take time around the beginning of a new
year to reflect on the past year and its accomplishments and disappointments and to speculate on what
our goals might be for the coming year. Most of us can
come up with very worthy goals – many of which you
can list in your mind right now – but how many of us
have an earnest desire to live this new year with the
goal of serving?
Serving is something we fit into our schedules when
we have the time. Serving is an obligation we fulfill as
part of a family, a community, or a job. Serving is usually not what we live to do; it’s not what we consider
our purpose in life.
As God’s people, we are urged to “fix our eyes on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). The writer to the Philippians asserted, “Your attitude should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). What is that attitude?
When we “fix our eyes on Jesus,” what will we see?
We see the Suffering Servant about whom Isaiah
wrote. The One Who “took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows”; the One Who was “pierced for our
transgressions . . . crushed for our iniquities . . . and
by [Whose] wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:4, 5).
We see the Son of Man Who, in His own words, “did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). This is
the Son of Man Who lived a childhood in obedience to
His Father and to the earthly parents who were chosen
for Him. This is the Son of Man Who preached and
taught, Who healed the sick, confronted the wicked,
and comforted the despairing. This is the Son of Man
Who showed us what serving is all about and Who has
directed us to “deny [ourselves] and take up [our
crosses] and follow [Him]” (Matthew 16:24).
What would happen if each Christian steward
made serving a priority, rather than an obligation? How might the Kingdom of God grow and be
strengthened if we put into practice the Apostle Paul’s
command to have the “attitude of Christ”? Let these
thoughts serve as a challenge to us to serve others even
as our Lord has served us.

FINANCIAL NEWS:

General Offerings
Budgeted Expenses per month ................ $35,093.34
Offerings Received last month ................... $41,116.57
Actual Budget Expenditures .....................$35,296.14
Surplus (Deficit) ......................................... $5,820.43
Budgeted Expenses YTD (12 months).... $350,933.40
Offerings Received YTD ......................... $324,834.72
Actual Budget Expenses YTD..................$333,195.83
Surplus (Deficit) ........................................ ($8,361.11)
Cash Balances (12/31/11)
General Fund ........................................... $22,594.45
Building Fund ............................................$13,101.55
All Other Funds ........................................ $19,294.24
Total ......................................................... $54,990.24
Total Loan Proceeds ............................. $1,236,458.15
Less: Principal Payments ....................... $341,528.86
Loan Balance 12/31/2011 .......................$888,996.93
Interest Paid 2011 .................................... $38,981.74
Interest Paid To Date ............................. $363,673.35
Special Offering– December
Lutheran Social Services ............................... $671.00

Church Records

Do you ever wonder why and what records
churches keep? This is an important part of a ministry at Grace that goes on behind the scenes. It is the
reason that the Church Council officially acts on receiving, releasing, and transferring members. Following is the information we value and seek to have from
everyone involved in life at Grace:
• Current mailing, phone, and email records in order to contact people.
• Birthdate, marriage date, children and baptismconfirmation information in order to track general demographics about Grace and to target specific messages/invitations to people.
• Contribution records (audited annually) which we
distribute back to you and which are official IRS
information for charitable giving deductions.
• Communion records – those cards you hand in
when going to Communion – to track and encourage your spiritual life and growth.
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
Thursday, December 8, 2011, 7:00 p.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Dixie Erickson, Patti Gaedtke, Steve Heikkinen, Jean Huntoon,
Judy Juedes, John Kromm, Sheila Marquardt
ALSO PRESENT: Pam Kopp, Treasurer (acting); Pastor Rebecca Iverson; Pastor Mark Ziemer
MEMBERS ABSENT: Sam Bourassa, Kris Cole, Linda Cole
President Steve Heikkinen opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m., asking members to share moments in which God’s
presence among the people of Grace had been especially meaningful. Sheila participated in the recent Christmas
Concerts Tour and described the spiritually moving performance by the St. Olaf orchestra. Pastor Allen Christensen’s Thanksgiving Eve sermon was also mentioned as particularly meaningful. Pastor Rebecca cited an experience in which she sensed the presence of God while visiting with members of the congregation following a worship service. John shared hearing first-hand from a family who, in their moment of crisis, personally felt the
presence of God through Pastor Rebecca’s caring ministry. Patti recognized God at work in the children’s practice for their Sunday School Christmas program.
In Sam Bourassa’s absence, Steve presented devotions based on 2 Peter 1:6 and John 14:27. Pastor Rebecca offered prayer.
A motion was made and seconded by Patti Gaedtke/Dixie Erickson to approve the minutes of the November 10,
2011 Council meeting. Motion carried.
Acting Treasurer Pam Kopp gave the Treasurer’s Report, highlighting the different format resulting from new
software, and asking for Council to choose their preferred version. Council approved the new report. It was
moved and seconded by Judy Juedes/Sheila Marquardt to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried.
Pastor Rebecca began her report by referring to the recent meetings she, Pastor Mark, and Debbie Hetzel had
with Joan Johansson, Synod Multiple Staff Counselor, to discuss future plans and possible changes in their ministry now that her status as “first call” has been completed. Ms. Johansson suggested that the pastors’ reports be
presented in narrative form rather than “point by point,” which should encourage council liaisons and committee
members to report on activity themselves.
Pastor reported that she and Pastor Mark have formulated a calendar of events and activities – describing it as a
“rhythm of ministry” – for the entire year of 2012, anticipating that this can be helpful to all committees and
teams in their own planning. There will be adjustments in the two pastors’ oversight areas, e.g., Pastor Rebecca
will oversee Confirmation students during their two years of classes; then, Pastor Mark will take over with the
Wilderness Trip through Confirmation. The Synod consultant also recommended scheduling vacations as much
as possible for the entire year ahead.
Pastor Rebecca announced that a new refrigerator for the kitchen has been purchased and will be delivered this
week. She thanked Leanne Setlak and Bruce Oradei for their efforts in this project, mentioning that the refrigerator was purchased locally from a company that is supportive of Grace through an employee who is a member of
Grace.
Pastor mentioned the budget meeting held just prior to this Council meeting, thanking the executive committee
of Council for their work. Recognizing the need to reduce the budget to realistically match the level of giving, she
said further, “…I’m not sure that cutting ministries is a hope-filled response to the Gospel. …I struggle with the
financial realities set before us. I believe it’s important to look at our ministry expenses as opportunities to minister to all and not as a budget, per se. The word budget confers restraint and containment, while doing ministry
allows us to be free to impact our congregation, community, and the world. This re-framing is an important image to keep in mind as we go forward into the next year…”
Looking toward the future, Pastor mentioned that she and Pastor Mark have had discussions “dreaming” of ways
to use/update/enhance facility spaces and utilities.
8
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Council Minutes

In closing her report, she also mentioned upcoming year-end evaluations (of pastors, staff, council, and the congregation) and goal-setting for next year.
Pastor Mark began his report by calling attention to Crossways Camping, announcing that Waypost is holding
spaces for a “special week” for Grace children and youth, grades 1-12, June 24-29, 2012.
Pastor is concerned about funding assistance as there is no money set aside for camperships. Sponsorships and a
special offering are possibilities; further suggestions are invited.
With much regret, Pastor Mark noted the recent death of Mavis Matladi, a member of the Mosweu congregation,
one of the three congregations in the Lekubu Lutheran Parish. Mrs. Matladi was a prominent African political
and religious leader and a Member of Parliament representing the UCDP (United Christian Democratic Party).
Known and respected throughout Africa, she and her husband, Jake, were acquaintances of Pastor Mark’s, and
had made (unrealized) plans on two occasions to visit here. They were expected to accompany the group coming
in 2012. Pastor has been in touch by phone with Mrs. Matladi’s husband.
Pastor agreed with Sheila’s report that the Christmas Concerts Tour was an outstanding experience.
Pastor Mark reported that Andy Wilson, Eric Hesse, and Jacob Hooper are involved in launching a Facebook
group for young men, intended to be “about adventure and service, and emphasizing respect for self, others, language, women, conversation and involvement in life.”
He said that the updated Constitution is being mailed, along with an explanatory cover letter, to the congregation
so that everyone has a copy thirty days prior to the Annual Meeting.
Grace will host the Conference pastors on Thursday, December 15.
The Council/Church Leaders Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, March 3, in the community room at the Tomahawk Community Bank. Pastor Joy Mortensen-Wiebe, Assistant to the Bishop, will be the presenter.
The Wisconsin River Valley Conference meeting on Companion Relationship with the Madikwe Circuit is scheduled for this Saturday (December 10) at St. Andrew’s in Wausau.
Pastor Mark agreed with Pastor Rebecca that Joan Johansson was very helpful in working on future goals, mentioning that Ms. Johansson had pointed out the many cultural differences that affect ministry in the 21st century
as compared with the 20th – e.g., cell phones.
Pastor closed his report by announcing that seminary student Nicole Welke will participate in worship during the
upcoming holiday season.
First under Old Business, Steve presented the open position for Treasurer, which Pam is continuing to cover until
a person is hired. Sarah Mann, part-time office assistant, has also agreed to help as needed. Steve feels that it
should again be posted. Pam suggested that it might be more effective to personally approach members who are
qualified to fill the position. It was decided to do both – advertise the position and approach qualified people personally. Pam agreed to help with this.
Steve said that the executive committee had its first budget meeting today (December 8), and has made initial
recommendations. It will meet again on Monday, December 12, to finalize the decisions for presentation to the
congregation at the Annual Meeting.
Under New Business, Pam asked for permission to make an additional mortgage principal payment before the
first of the year, if possible. When the mortgage was refinanced in February, the March 1 payment was not made,
and the accrued interest was added to the principal. This extra payment would make up for that additional principal. It was moved and seconded by John Kromm/Judy Juedes to authorize this payment. Motion carried.
(Continued on page 10)
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Minutes
Pam also asked if, since December 31st (Saturday) falls in 2011, and January 1st (Sunday) is in 2012, offerings on
Saturday and Sunday should be combined or separated. Because some members may want to make an end of the
year contribution, the consensus was to separate them.
Because the schools do not need the milk money this year, it was moved and seconded by Patti Gaedtke/John
Kromm to direct all Thanksgiving offering envelopes received in November toward the Salvation Army Backpack
program. Motion carried.
It came to the attention of Council that the Cookie Walk committee needs the official sanction of Council to designate the Cookie Walk proceeds as the committee specified. Thus, it was moved and seconded by John Kromm/
Patti Gaedtke for proceeds from the Cookie Walk to be directed as follows: From the first $2,000, ¾ will go toward new chairs for the Fellowship Hall; ¼ will go to mission ($250 to local – Salvation Army Backpack; $250 to
the ELCA Clean Water project); and any money over $2,000 will go toward landscaping and grounds at Grace.
Motion carried.
Because of the full calendar during December, consensus was to postpone all evaluations until January.
Recognizing the late hour, Steve dispensed with the Council Education segment of the meeting.
Patti called attention to the Sunday School Christmas program this coming Sunday, December 18, at the 10:45
service.
A motion was made and seconded by John Kromm/Patti Gaedtke to adjourn. Motion carried.
The meeting closed at 9:00 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Jean Huntoon, Council Secretary

World AIDS Day December 2011
by Chuck Fluegel

In Wisconsin, we have currently 6,482 known cases of HIV+. And we have documentation that 1,357 Wisconsin
deaths were attributable to AIDS over 18 years. AIDS no longer is a death sentence, but a difficult chronic disease
that can be managed.
In the United States, we have 1.2 million people infected with HIV virus according to CDC. Twenty per cent
(240,000 persons) do not know they have the HIV retrovirus. Unfortunately this is dangerous for them and for
others. Twenty-seven percent of HIV has been transmitted by heterosexual transmission in the US. A new vulnerable group in the US is the senior population.
Thirty-four million have the HIV virus world-wide in 2010. There were 2.6 million new HIV infections in 2009.
There were 1.8 million deaths in 2009. The good news is that almost 50% of people in the poorer countries were
receiving antiretroviral drugs at the end of 2010. The bad news is there have been some breaks in the supply
chain due to shortages of the antiretroviral drugs. There have already been 30 million deaths world-wide. Enough
already.
The film "The Lazarus Effect" shows the tremendously positive stories of four Zambian citizens that were rescued
by the antiretroviral drugs so that they can work and take care of their kids. Please take the opportunity to see this
positive documentary film, available the ECSW Resource Center.
The ELCA Strategy on HIV AIDS was approved at the 2009 and 2011 General Assemblies to raise $5 million over
the next five years. The churches have a primary role in reaching all of our members, both in the states and in other countries.
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Lekubu To Visit Grace June 25-July 13, 2012

In 2010, twelve people, including Pastor Mark and Amanda Ziemer, visited various parishes near Lekubu,
which is in the Madikwe Circuit. Now, the Madikwe Circuit is organizing a visit to our area – the Wisconsin River
Valley Conference. (Our synod is divided into six conferences; the WRV Conference includes all the ELCA congregations from Mosinee to Tomahawk, and from Edgar to Antigo.)
Here is the shock – every one of the seventeen parishes in the Madikwe Circuit has someone participating
in this visit. The total is more than 85 persons!
Only two persons from Lekubu are planning to visit at this time. Many of those coming live in Zeerust, the
one large city in the Madikwe Circuit. There are more, and better paying, jobs in Zeerust, resulting in more persons able to afford the travel. The Zeerust parishes are matched with congregations in Wausau so that St. Andrew’s has twenty-four persons planning to come, and Zion has ten, compared with the two who are able at this
time to come from Lekubu.
Why so many? Their experience and world-view are different from ours! They have been engaging in visits with the German church for more than fifty years – one year the Germans visit them and the next year representatives from the Madikwe Circuit travel to Germany. Perhaps more significant is that they live in a very multicultural world, are deeply affected by the outside world, and have finally been acknowledged and respected by
that outside world. Relating to and connecting with the world beyond South Africa is common and important to
them. They would not have democracy without that. But, they also understand faith, church, and being “the
Body of Christ” as requiring this connection. Jesus’ prayer in John 17 is that we are to be ONE, as God is one –
and that this is necessary for our witness to the world to be genuine.
As an aside – Pastor Ziemer says that he experienced that directly during his sabbatical with Lekubu.
Other denominations, institutions, and religions were much more willing to welcome and talk with them when
Pastor Ziemer was there. The fact that Lekubu had a relationship with an American and that their parish had a
shared ministry and relationships that extended well outside their village is impressive to everyone in the village.
It shows that the message and ministry of Lekubu Lutheran Parish are very real and effective – not made up and
controlled by them.
Prepare your Calendars
Several activities have been planned to correlate with the time the South Africans are here, particularly
since, when they were here in 2007, they expressed desires to see more of our children and youth:
• June 24-29
Crossways Camp at Waypost for all children/youth in grades 1-12
(includes Confirmation Camp for grades 6-8).
• June 30-July 3 Global Village Camp at Pine Lake Camp
• Friday, July 6
Madikwe Circuit Concert in Tomahawk
• July 9-13
Day Camp at Grace.

Interested in representing Grace?
The ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) has many, many ministries. It is an incredible story
and experience to hear and learn of these ministries.
There are six organizations in which you can represent Grace and hear, learn, and give input regarding
these important ministries. Please call the Church Office (453-4066) or council members if you are interested in
serving as a delegate to these ministries:
ELCA:
• Conference Convention
• Synod Assembly

In Wausau, likely in February
Friday-Saturday, June 3-4, in Appleton

ELCA affiliated ministries:
• Crossways Bible Ministries
• Homme Home
• Gustavus Adolphus College

annual meeting in February or March
annual meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 13, in Wittenberg
annual meeting is on a Saturday in April in St. Peter, MN.
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Via de Cristo Weekend – March 15-18

The spring Via de Cristo weekend will be at Camp Forest Springs north of Medford on March 17-20, beginning Thursday evening and ending after noon on Sunday. Both Men’s and Women’s events will be at the same
time as the camp is large and entirely reserved for Via de Cristo. Applications are due by February 5
(applications received later will be accepted as room is available) . Inquire at the church office, from those who
have attended a VDC weekend, or pick up a form from the Welcome Counter. Each person attending will have a
sponsor who has attended previously to take them to the opening event.

What to Expect on a Via de Cristo Weekend

•

This weekend is not intended to be a conversion experience, but is for Christian growth by active, baptized
members of a Christian congregation.

•

The weekend is NOT a “retreat.” It is an encounter with Christ experienced in community with other people.

•

Because the weekend is held at a camp, you need to bring your own sleeping bag or bedding. Each cabin has
its own showers, restroom, and sleeping accommodations which will be shared by 4-8 persons.

•

For those married, like many other things in marriage, is best if experienced by both partners. Though the
programs will be separate, husbands and wives are encouraged, if possible, to both attend this weekend.

•

Weekenders should plan on staying for the complete weekend.

•

All worship services and singing are accompanied by guitars.

•

Each day on the weekend Eucharist is celebrated.

•

Weekenders with concerns about the weekend are encouraged to talk with their pastors.

•

Persons who have experienced recent trauma (death, divorce, marital problems, job loss, etc.) should consult
with their pastor before applying.

•

The weekend schedule for eating and rest can be irregular, but some accommodations can be made if special
needs exist and are known.

Quilters needed to help make a quilt!
This June, our Wisconsin River Valley Conference will receive visitors from our companion churches in the
Madikwe Circuit of South Africa. The quilters of our conference are invited to help create a beautiful quilt to
raise money toward a scholarship fund that will be given to the Madikwe Circuit as a gift. This scholarship fund
will assist those interested in attending the seminary and becoming pastors in South Africa.
If you know people who like to make fancy quilts, please pass the word. We will have several work days to cut and
assemble the top, using Batik fabrics in a design that combines stars and an Irish Chain style pattern. (It is featured on the cover of the Spring/Summer 2005 issue of Quilt Sampler.)
Global Village Quilt work days: 10 a.m. to about 3 p.m. Saturdays, Jan. 14 and 28. Additional work days will be
scheduled if needed. Meet at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 503 Schmidt Ave., Rothschild. Pastor Rich Block offered to make soup for lunch. Bring rotary cutter, ruler, cutting mat, and/or your sewing machine. For more information, call Sandy Block at 715-359-6348.
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Activity Page
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LITURGICAL ROLES
January 7 & 8, 2012
Acolytes
5:00 pm Brandan Biever
8:30 am Aaron Leonhard
10:45 am Emily Decker
Greeters
5:00 pm Mary Ann Clark
Mary Ingman
8:30 am Bruce & Marleen Oradei
Brian & Cindy Storm
10:45 am Lois Langlois
Jody Decker
Readers
5:00 pm Lynn Brown
8:30 am Jean Huntoon
10:45 am Jeannie Gudgeon
Ushers
5:00 pm Ed & Darleen Winkler
8:30 am Randy & Cindy Blair
Gene & Lennie Calhoun
10:45 am Child of God
Greg Heikkinen
Nursery
8:30 am Heidi Lemmer
10:45 am Breanna Renn
Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Nancy Kind
8:30 am Mitch Schauer
10:45 am Child of God
Communion Assistants
8:30 am Don Paulson
Roger Schlegel
Running Projection
5:00 pm Alexis Szarkowitz
8:30 am Destiny Hanke
10:45 am Phyillis Marquardt
Video Taping—Talyn Jones
Projection Set up
Jackie Leonhard
Altar Guild
Dale & Nona Arthur
Betty Hudson, Ellie Magnant
Counters
Sherry Thompson, Darwin Kluball,
Erin Story
Video Delivery
Harold & Audrey Pedersen
Coffee Hosts
Bill & Barb Schiltz
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January 14 & 15, 2012
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
8:30 am Abby Leonhard
10:45 am Brett Gerber
Greeters
5:00 pm Rose Hoff, Lynn Brown
8:30 am Ron Cisewski
Karen & Len Olson
10:45 am Stephanie Pellitteri
Sherry Thompson
Readers
5:00 pm Nancy Kind
8:30 am Jim Nelson
10:45 am Dick Huntoon
Ushers
5:00 pm George & Lynn Derleth
8:30 am Dar & Sherry Clements
Marie Knipfer, Steve Kahle
10:45 am Bob & Carol White
Nursery
8:30 am Talyn Jones
10:45 am Tricia Kubitschek
Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Dave Reiff
8:30 am Mark Schlegel
10:45 am Jane Schuller
Communion Assistants
8:30 am Margie Welke
Karen Olson
Running Projection
5:00 pm Chandelle Wilke
8:30 am Andrew Harper
10:45 am Emma Wurl
Video Taping—Steven Renn
Projection Set up
Keri Kelley
Altar Guild
Dale & Nona Arthur
Betty Hudson, Ellie Magnant
Counters
Sherry Thompson, Darwin Kluball,
Erin Story
Video Delivery
Roger & Kathy Cook
Coffee Hosts
Jesse & Heather Tobias Family

January 21 & 22
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
8:30 am Tayln Jones
10:45 am Dravin Schmit
Greeters
5:00 pm Bob Smith
James Kinnally
8:30 am Bill & Leitta Turgeon
Ed & Darleen Winkler
10:45 am Harold & Audrey
Pedersen
Readers
5:00 pm Sharon Lamer
8:30 am Jean Rae Paulson
10:45 am Dan Schuller
Ushers
5:00 pm Jeanette Lovsletten
Lois Wolf
8:30 am Don & Jean Rae Paulson
Don & Carolyn Halverson
10:45 am Dan & Jane Schuller
Nursery
8:30 am Kim Gibeault
10:45 am Child of God
Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Dave Reiff
8:30 am Roger Schlegel
10:45 am Jacob Hooper
Communion Assistants
8:30 am Al & Deb Overhaug
Running Projection
5:00 pm Hannah Beiler
8:30 am Kyle Olson
10:45 am Marlee Kiander
Projection Set up
Chris Raasch
Video Recording
Andrew Olson
Altar Guild
Dale & Nona Arthur
Betty Hudson, Ellie Magnant
Counters
Sherry Thompson, Darwin Kluball,
Erin Story
Video Delivery
Jim & Nancy Bronsted
Coffee Servers
Scott & Barb Sawicky

LITURGICAL ROLES
January 28 & 29
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
8:30 am Lane Beaumier
10:45 am Colynn Behling
Greeters
5:00 pm Lois Wolf, Deb Tinker
8:30 am Jesse Tobias Family
Terry Schlinkmann
10:45 am Andy & Luann Kiander
Readers
5:00 pm Jim Nelson
8:30 am Renee Raasch
10:45 am Carol White
Ushers
5:00 pm Dave Dettmering
Dar Clements
8:30 am George & Lynn Derleth
John Krueger, Bill Erickson
10:45 am Steve & Greg Heikkinen
Nursery
8:30 am Dana Baalke
10:45 am Michael Svacina
Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Jim Pellitteri
8:30 am David Schmit
10:45 am Mary Wessel
Communion Assistants
8:30 am Brian & Cindy Storm
Running Projection
5:00 pm Don Tinker
8:30 am Mitchell Schauer
10:45 am Sarah Brown
Video Recording
Abrina Leonhard
Projection Set up
Karen Torkelson
Altar Guild
Dale & Nona Arthur
Betty Hudson, Ellie Magnant
Counters
Sherry Thompson, Darwin Kluball,
Erin Story
Video Delivery
Stan Torkelson
Coffee Servers
Leslie & Richard Johnson

February 4 & 5
Acolytes
5:00 pm Brandan Biever
8:30 am Child of God
10:45 am Emily Decker
Greeters
5:00 pm Bernice Mitchell
Peggy Price
8:30 am Ed & Chris Raasch
Renee Raasch
10:45 am Marilyn Smith
Mary Hoglund

February 11 & 12
Acolytes
5:00 pm Child of God
8:30 am Jackie Elliott
10:45 am Brett Gerber
Greeters
5:00 pm Bob Smith
Darwin Kluball
8:30 am Roger & Kathy Cook
John & Kari Krueger
10:45 am Harold & Audrey
Pedersen

Readers
5:00 pm Darwin Kluball
8:30 am Cathy Schmit
10:45 am Jeannie Gudgeon

Readers
5:00 pm Al Overhaug
8:30 am George Derleth
10:45 am Nancy Herbison

Ushers
5:00 pm Kevin & Deb Wickstrom
8:30 am Tom & Donna Stone
Terry Schlinkmann
Cathy Schmit
10:45 am Bill Martinson
Mary Ann Clark

Ushers
5:00 pm Jim & Audrey Charles
8:30 am John & Jim VanNorman
Margie Welke, Jack Lauder
10:45 am Greg & Steve Heikkinen

Nursery
8:30 am Makayla Becker
Lynn Brown
10:45 am Karen Gauerke
Assisting Minister
5:00 pm David Reiff
8:30 am Mark Schlegel
10:45 am Child of God
Communion Assistants
8:30 am Dale & Nona Arthur
Running Projection
5:00 pm Kirk Kind
8:30 am Marlee Schlegel
10:45 am Tricia Kubitschek
Video Recording
Autumn Fredrick
Projection Set up
Jackie Leonhard
Altar Guild—Karen Torkelson
Cindy Blair, Sue Mielke
Counters—To Be Announced
Video Delivery
Harold & Audrey Pedersen
Coffee Servers
Don & Carolyn Halverson

Nursery
8:30 am Tyler Saindon
10:45 am Karrigan Imm
Assisting Minister
5:00 pm Nancy Kind
8:30 am Roger Schlegel
10:45 am Mary Wessel
Communion Assistants
8:30 am Karen Olson
Don Paulson
Running Projection
5:00 pm Jason Mielke
8:30 am Hannah Schmit
10:45 am Jared Kiander
Video Recording—Rose Gronna
Projection Set up
Keri Kelley
Altar Guild
Cindy Blair, Sue Mielke,
Karen Torkelson
Counters
To Be Announced
Video Delivery
Roger & Kathy Cook
Coffee Servers
Kay Mathwich & Audrey Pedersen
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1.

Mary Sandquist
Robert E. LaNou
Pepe Maley
Julie VanDeWeerd
Isaiah Scheffler
Elijah Scheffler

2.

Sharon Lamer
Marcy Greil

3.

Mary Hoglund
Bill Cerny
Greg Hilgendorf
Jason Brouwers
Darlene Anderson

10.

Lawrence Haugen
Barb Ringwelski
James Olson

11.

Meredith Skolaski
Jay Mott
Isaiah Stadler
Samuel Von Schrader
Bennet Benson

12.

Ryan Johnson
Bryn Baalke
Mya Pankow

13.

Janis Nelson
James Haxton
Donna Bucks
Norah Mann
Michael Gillette
Margie Welke
Joshua Steinke
Kory Brietzke

4.

Marcie Schmit
Elizabeth Radzinski

5.

James Calhoun
Christine Kot
Don Anderson
Joy Verfuerth

14.

Mary Ingman
Brita Liebelt
Jessica Foster
Nicholas Osero
Caleb Overhaug

16.

Jennifer Wilson

17.

Russell Jenks
Darlene Weirick
Pastor Rebecca

Ben Schade
Daniel Brown
Michele Schlegel
Alice Herrick
Garret Gillham

18.

Mary Volkmann
Cade Lemmer

19.

Wendy Hinsa
Lindsay Brottlund
Jessica Haring

20.

Terry Fuchs

21.

Marilee Randall
Corrine Burcalow
Jason Halverson
Derek Overhaug
Carey Heikkinen
Loreli Richardt

22.

Harvey Nelson
Tim Crass
Brett Gerber
Shawn Winker

6.

7.

8.

9.
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Diane Popp
Lisa Schade
Jacob Gaedtke
Tyler Saindon
Arlene Strand
Jill Thompson
Emerson Gebauer
Donna Gunther
Kari Krueger
Donna Schmit
Tiffany Evans
Emily Decker
Joe Story

23.

Audrey Pedersen
Joseph Colstad
Jacob Verfuerth
Drew Von Schrader

24.

Christopher Kromm
Janette Kurth

25.

Sue Thompson
Jack Lauder

26.

Joyce Street
Esther Pagel
Linda Pashek
Keri Kelley
Logan Roberts
Brenda Marcks
Makayla Becker

27.

Everett Lange
Dani Miles

28.

Wallace Wurl
Henry Wiedeman
Holly Beckley
Justin Niemec
Derik Erickson

29.

Mary Ann Clark
Dawn LaFevre
Michelle Mielke
Brianna Weyers
Ken Johnson
Sherri Johnson
Thomas Biddick
Tammy Hupf

30.

Chandelle Wilke
James Hanson

31.

Adeline Voermans
Darlene Wurl
David Bellile
Carolyn Weyers
Eric Mathwich
Stephanie Welke

John J. Kopp

Certified Public Accountant

208 W. Mohawk Drive
Tomahawk

453-5248

Investment Center
of Tomahawk

Friday Fish Fry
Broasted Chicken Every Day

15 E. Wisconsin Ave.

Open Everyday 11:00am-Close

(715) 453-2119

2200 County Road L. • Tomahawk

Custom Letterpress &
Offset Printing

Heuser printing

1981 Heuser road
tomahawk, WI 54487

Louis J. Heuser
Printer-Lithographer	Tel. (715) 453-2655

FREE

Remember - Respect - Love
Phone: 715.453.3808
Email:
kruegerfuneralhome@frontier.com
Website:
www.kruegerfamilyfuneral.com

MEMBERSHIP
In Buying Group Of 100,000
Businesses ($399 Value)
With An Ad On This Bulletin

Northbay
Pharmacy

1-800-950-9952
E-mail: jfisch@4LPi.com

Wedding Receptions • Conference Facilities
Golfside Home Lots

453-3130 • inshallacc.com

H & S Service
Center
Complete Auto Repair &
Tires Always on Sale

Stihl Chain Saws
Cub Cadet Lawn Equipment
Gene Swan • 453-2575
838 N. 4th St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487

Happy Tails at Home LLC
~ Love ‘N Care For Your Pets in Comfort ~

Holly Mae Teal

Insured

715-966-6587
Personalized care for
your pets and home
while you’re away

Across from Charlies Gas Station

453-3800

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-Close
Serving Food Daily

433 S. Tomahawk Avenue
Tomahawk, WI 54487

715-224-3182
1400 N. 4th Street, Tomahawk, WI 54487

(715) 453-4344

After Church,
Try our $8.95
Sunday Breakfast Buffet
8am-1pm
Super 16 oz. Bloody’s
$3.00 with Chaser
www.schooneconstruction.com Bring Ad in and receive $1.00 with Buffet!
715-453-2015
715-453-3819

Twin Bay Resort

Save With Nelson’s PreferredPerks
Customer Card

Winterized Cottages • Homemade Pizza
Full Liquor Bar

Maley &
Stromberg
Eye Care, LLC
453-3636

$2.00 Off Any Jumbo pizza
With This Ad
Open Tue - Fri at 4:00 pm • Sat & Sun at Noon
Your Hosts Mike & Chris Meinheit

318 N. 6th Street, Tomahawk

Support Your Church

Cty. Hwy. L North on Lake Nokomis
715/453-2679

Place A Business Or Personal Ad
In The Church Bulletin.

662 North 4th Street
Tomahawk, WI 54487
(715) 453-2174

N10926 CTY A, Tomahawk

7 15 - 4 5 3 - 4 7 0 0

844 N. Stevens St., Rhinelander

7 15 - 3 6 2 - 7 0 0 3

24 Hour Emergency Service
Where Your Comfort Matters

715-453-7071

Joe Fisch
Fourth Generation Funeral Director Serving Tomahawk

Tomahawk, WI 54487

• Homes
• Ponds
• Dirt

Liturgical Publications

Kevin J. Krueger, Licensed Funeral Director
Karri L. (Krueger) Ernst, Business Manager

318 N. 6th Street

686 North 4th Street
Tomahawk, WI
715-453-5996

ext. #2613 or

Wedding Receptions

715-453-5401

Robert D. Imm, D.D.S.

Call Joe Fisch at

Bill Smith
Tomahawk, WI 54487
(715) 453-7956

Tomahawk

Sales & Service

1-800-950-9952
Ext. 2613

Email: jfisch@4LPi.com
www.SeekAndFind.com

INDOOR POOL AND WHIRLPOOL
FREE super start breakfast
MEETING FACILITIES

453-5210

“No Job
Too Small or
Too Tall”
SIDING • WINDOWS • DOORS
SEAMLESS GUTTERS • AWNINGS

BILL MEYER
TOMAHAWK (715) 453-4200

Dean R. Hussong, D.D.S., S.C.
• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Advanced Reconstruction
• Implants & Bone Regeneration
• Oral & IV Sedation

o n C ry s ta l L a k e

(715) 453-5321 • Tomahawk
©2012

FOR AD INFO CALL Joe Fisch 1-800-950-9952

715/453-1110
Shingle - Rubber - Steel
Over 30 Years Experience
Free Estimates

•

WWW.4LPi.COM

Grace Lutheran, Tomahawk, WI

Lonn and Sharon Lamer
715-453-3991
N11668 Lamer Road, Tomahawk
www.pineconeranchresort.com
A 2C 01-1124
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
108 W. Somo Avenue
Tomahawk, WI 54487

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Change service requested

Permit #37
Tomahawk, WI 54487

We’re on the Web!
www.gracetomahawk.org

Regular Weekly
Worship Services

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 & 10:45 am
(Contemporary Worship
2nd & 4th Sundays at 8:30 am)

Annual Meeting
Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Grace Lutheran’s annual meeting will take
place Wednesday, January 18, at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. A potluck meal precedes the meeting at
6:00 pm. See page one for more details.

Annual Meeting Reports Due
January 9, 2012

If possible, please submit your reports via e-mail to:
dhetzel@gracelutherantomahwk.org.
See page one for more details.

Greater Galilee Trip

We will be traveling to Greater Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church in Milwaukee, WI, Feb. 11 & 12, 2012.
See page two for more details.

Via de Cristo Weekend
March 15-18

The spring Via de Cristo weekend will be at Camp
Forest Springs north of Medford March 17-20.
See page twelve for more details.

